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This game is dedicated to my beautiful wife, Fallon, and my dear late Chinchilla daughter,
Leslie, who have both forever changed my life.

Juntos para siempre.
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Main Menu

Welcome to The Cantonese Scrolls, —,‘?4 )‘é\ (jyut_s gyun-?), A Cantonese Language
Learning Mental Role Playing Game.

This game can be played in two modes:

Single Player This mode is for people who prefer
studying independently.

Multiplayer (Couch Co-Op) This mode is identical to the above, but
you'll have someone else with you to go
along for the ride.

Game Standards

( Writing System Written Cantonese |
Character System Traditional Chinese
Romanization System Jyutping
Base Style Hong Kong Cantonese
. J



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Written_Cantonese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_Chinese_characters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyutping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hong_Kong_Cantonese

A Living Document

This game is a living document, and will continuously be updated with more content,
extensions, and language corrections.

License

This game can be freely used or shared by anyone for personal or educational
purposes. If you are interested in using it commercially, please contact me. Modifi-
cations to this document are not allowed.

About

Since Cantonese has no formal standardization for its phonetic and writing sys-

tems, it is extremely difficult for a new learner to find resources for it, and pick up

the language. My goal for this game is to document the Cantonese language as I

currently understand it, and create a fun and simple large body of work, that can be
freely used by anyone to learn the language.

This game is available for download, free of charge, with no internet connection
required. If you found this game useful and would like to support me in its devel-
opment, please consider donating by clicking the donate coin below. Thank you!
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How To Play

Greetings, stranger. I'm surprised to see you here.

The Cantonese Scrolls is a game that is exclusively designed to be played in your
mind. As you progress through the game, you will encounter fierce monsters that
you don’t understand. These monsters are called Monsters of Understanding. They
are only monsters because you don’t understand them yet, however, as you fight
each of these monsters, you will eventually defeat them through Understanding. A
monster is only defeated once you understand them. It is recommended not to rush
through the game, and make sure to clear each zone without leaving any monsters
behind. Rushing through the game without properly defeating the monsters is a
recipe for disaster.

Each encounter in The Cantonese Scrolls is designed to be a single logical step
from your current position to the next. This means that every step is optimized
to minimize distractions, misunderstanding, and reduce the mental load related to
processing new information. Carefully allowing you to focus on the present moment,
and allow maximum mental clarity through mindfulness and self reflection of the
situation at hand.

There is no sound component for The Cantonese Scrolls. However, the game is
using the Jyutping standard for its romanization. There are many existing resources
online that can teach you the pronounciation. Please look for Jyutping Pronounci-
ation Guides online. It's ok if your pronounciation isn't perfect right from the start.
Just jump in and start playing. You'll get better over time. Once you finish the game,
you can continue to improve your Cantonese skills by playing the game again and
attempting to gain deeper understanding of these sacred texts.

Lastly, for faster navigation throughout the game, please use the Waypoint
system, which can be used through your PDF reader's outline or bookmark function.

With that said stranger, never forget that the way to learn a language, is to build
a world around it.

Welcome to The Cantonese Scrolls. Your adventure awaits ...
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ngo._s

. y
&
ngo.s haig

Iam

Y /
& AR A
ngo.s haiy jan.,.

I am a person.

10




ngo_s

~ /)
& &
ngo.s hai

Iam

& B A

ngo.s m., haig

I am not

& B AR A

ngo.s m., haig jan.,.

I am not a person.
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ngo_s

~ /)
& &
ngo.s hai

Iam

A Y /
;17 A
ngo.s hai; jan,,

Iam a person

F 1B £ B A.

ngo.s hai.;, meis gwok-3 jan.,.

I am American.

12




ngo_s

~ /)
& &
ngo.s hai

Iam

& B A

ngo.s m., haig

I am not

*EBHREEA

ngo_s

m., hai.g; hoeng™ gong”?

I am not a Hong Konger.

jan.,.

13




ngo_s

&t

ngo.s  dei”?

We

# 9t 14

H

ngo.s dei hai_g

We are

& BB A

2

ngos dei hai_s hoeng™ gong? jan.,.

We are Hong Kongers.
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,fh
/N
nei_s

You

AR A%

nei.s  hai_g

You are

R 1% = B A.

nei_s hai_g mei.s  gwok-3  jan.,.

You are American.

IRt 12 2 B/ A

neis dei? hai_g mei.s  gwok-3  jan.,.

You are all American.

15




1E

keoi_s

He/She/It/They

1B 14

keoi.s  hai_g

She is

B 1% & B A.

keoi.s hai, toi,, waan_, jan.,.

She is Taiwanese.

B 3t /&2 & & A.

keois dei”> hai,, toi,, waan_, jan.,.

They are Taiwanese.

16



1B ot "2 14 & & A

keoi.s  dei m., haig tol,, waan_g jan.,.

They are not Taiwanese.

17




ngo_s

&t

ngo.s  dei”?

We

# 9t 14

H

ngo.s dei hai_g

We are

& 1R M &

)

ngo.s dei hai_;, pang., jau.s.

We are friends.
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& 9 # 1% A & .

ngo.s dei”> dou™ haiy, pang., jau.s.

We are all friends.

19




ngo_s

~ /)
& &
ngo.s hai

Iam

12 F R A

ngo.s hai.y, zung™  gwok— jan,.

I am Chinese.

ﬁaﬁl‘{%‘?l/\

ngo.s dou™ hai., zung”' gwok—s jan.,.

I am also Chinese.

20




1E

keoi_s

He

1B 14

keoi.s  hai_g

He is

B 14 % 4.

keois haiLy hok_s saang™.

He is a student.

1B o # 14 £ 4 .

-1

keoi_s dei”® dou hai_s hok_; saang™.

They are all students.

21
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Sound Information

Cantonese is among one of the oldest living languages still used today, with
earlier versions of the language dating back to at least the Tang Dynasty (618 CE
to 907 CE)". This is at least 1400 years! Cantonese has also retained a lot of older lin-
guistic properties that existed during the Middle Chinese? era of the language, and
that have been either lost or removed from other Chinese branches. The connection
between Cantonese and the Tang Era is so strong that Cantonese people would

sometimes refer to themselves as: Tang People, F& A (tong.,jan.,), and Chinatowns

in Cantonese are called: Tang People Street, F A 43T (tong., jan., gaai™).

During this time, the language has continued to evolve and develop, and that also
includes the way that Cantonese speakers pronounce words. Due to this difference,
there are differences in pronounciation in a variety of different scenarios, including
slight modifications between casual and formal speech and thus the standard

romanization and the alternatives may differ slightly. The Cantonese Scrolls, 2 3

(jyut_g gyun?), uses the Jyutping -‘5—'*'7 Ht (jyut_s ping-3) standard for all romanization in
the game. The game also uses Jonathan Chui's Cantonese Font for the font and
romanization symbols.

Below is a list of examples for some of the sound modifications you may
encounter:

%‘\;

Characters starting with the vowel i sound more like an e. Therefore, to invite, 33

(cing?), sounds more like ceng?, and to hear, & (ting-3), sounds more like teng-s.

Characters starting with the letter n are switched to an I. For example, you, 4y

(nei_s), would become lei_s, and woman, % (neoi.s), would become leoi_s.

* The sound for ng (which is different from the n mentioned above) is sometimes
added or removed from the beginning of some words. For example, I, # (ngo.s),

and love, 5 (oi-3), may end up sounding like o_s and ngoi-s instead. Some characters
do actually start with ng, and some other characters do actually just start with an o.
However, since not every speaker knows the original sound for every character on
the fly, they are sometimes mistakingly added or removed to all characters starting
with either o or ng. This is a hyper correction.

Thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tang_dynasty
’https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Chinese
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Some of these sound modifications are differences between casual and literal

speech, and some are considered Lazy Pronounciation, 8 % (laan.sjam™), and are
pretty common. Putting this all together, if I said to my wife: You are a beautiful

woman. I love you, the standard pronounciation would be: {7 14 #7, % . #& &

A% (nei_s hai_g leng—3 neois. ngo_s oi—3 nei.s), but in reality it may sound more like: lei.s hai_g
leng-3 leoi.s. ngo_s ngoi-3 lei.s. TO make things more interesting, people can decide how
much of the lazy pronounciation they want to use, so it is up to the individual on
how they want to express themselves, and doesn't need to be perfectly consistent.

To make things easier for yourself, I would recommend just using the standard
pronounciations as I've written them, and you can adjust your pronounciation over
time based on the Cantonese speakers you are speaking with.

24



Yes/No In Cantonese
If you want to make a statement, either affirming something, or negating some-
thing, you can either use the verb directly, or add & (m_,) before the verb to negate

the verb. At the same time, Cantonese doesn’t have a generic word for Yes and No.
So the same exact technique is used for Yes or No responses as well.

R
nei.,s hai.y, m_, haiig lung,, maau™"?

Are you a Chinchilla?

fa. 4k 14 B %8 .

hai_¢. ngo.s hai; lung., maau .

Yes. I am a Chinchilla.

B AR & R BE 9.

m., hai,. ngos m., haig lung,, maau.

No. I am not a Chinchilla.

25
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B =t 12 F B A . R 3 FF

B HE BN REHRFH

A 1B EBR A & B

B 5 A& . K14 M & 1E

5 & . AR AR 2 A
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B ot 12 & B A . AR 3t Zf
% F H A. & BB F B
A. F 12 £ B A. £ 9 "5
% 2 A . KA B &R E
(P S -

=1

N

2

keoi.s dei”? hai.;, hoeng™ gong? jan,.  neis dei dou hai_g

hoeng™ gong? jan,. ngo.s m., haiy, hoeng”' gong? jan.,.

ngo.s hai., mei,s gwok-3 jan,,. ngo.s dei”> m,, hai,;, hok_

saang™. ngo.s dei”? hai_g pang.,  jau.s. keoi_s hai_g hok_g

-1

saang”. neis dou hai_;, hok_g saang™.

They are Hongkongers. You all are also Hongkongers. I am
not a Hongkonger. I am American. We are not students. We
are friends. He is a student. You are also a student.

28
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ngo_s

ngo.s  jau.s

I have

* B A K.

ngo.s jau.s pang., jau.s.

I have friends.

# A — 18 MW &.

ngo.s jau.s jat' go-3 pang., jau.s.

I have a friend.

30



" — M.

ngo.s jau.s jat' zek-s gau”

I have a dog.

ﬁ‘%‘—_‘/ﬁé‘\:%\'

ngo.s jau.s jat™  tiug,  jyu.,.

I have a fish.

31




ngo._s

& 7N
ngo.s mou.s

Idon't have

&* AR

ngo.s mou.s pang., jau.s.

I don’t have friends.

32




AR
nei_s

You

(]

nei,s  jau,s

You have

fr B B & .

nei.s jau.s pang., jau.s.

You have friends.

7 f1 B & .

nei.s mou.,s pang., jau.s.

You don't have friends.

33



"B AKR?

nei.,s jau.s mou.s pang., jau.s?

Do you have friends?

F. &AM K.

jau_s. ngo.s jau.s ang. jau_s.
4

Yes. I have friends.

neHwR AN MK

mou.s. ngo.s mou.s pang., jau.s.

No. I don't have friends.

34




jat™

jat™,

ji-Gr

1,2 3

saam”
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a”]

jat™"  zek-s  gau”?

1 Dog

g

loeng.s zek-3  gau”?

2 Dogs

-1

saam s

= B 5

gau

3 Dogs

"B =& H?

nei_s jau,s mou,s saam ' zek—3 gau??

Do you have 3 dogs?

36



A - ﬁl%—«—xgﬁ

jau.s. ngo.s jau,s  saam

-1

zek—3

Yes. I have 3 dogs.

ne®wA =

1

h. R A ®
¥

mou_s. ngo,s mou,s saam ' zek-3

zek—3

-2

-2

gau~?.

gau™.

ngo._s

jau_s

No. I don't have 3 dogs. I have 2 dogs.

loeng_ s

37
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Classifiers: & + 1§

In Cantonese, whenever we want to say something that contains a quantity,
we need to also provide a classifier. For example, if we wanted to say: I have 8

chinchillas, we can use the £ (zek-s) character, which is a classifier usually used for
animals. Therefore we would say # & /\ & F 5% (ngos jau.s baat-3 zek—3 lung.,
maau™), and not F %‘ /\ B& %% (ngo_sjau.s baat-s lung., maau™). If you don't know the
classifier for something, you usually can use the generic classifier, 4B (go-3), for it,
until you learn the correct one. So you could technically also say % & -\ & 3

% (ngo_s jau_s baat—3 go-3 lung., maau™), but it may sound a little weird.

& AN & B

ngo.s jau.s baat-3 zek-3 lung., maau .

I have 8 chinchillas.

1B =t B 5% .

keoi,s dei”? jau.s maau”.

They have (a) cat(s).

39



Asking Questions About Possessions: 15 77
If you want to ask someone a Yes/No question regarding whether or not they

have something, you can put the 7 (jau.s)and 47 (mou_s) characters together to ask
the question, turning it into: do you have or don’t have said thing.

'J‘ %— Z'j‘ :ﬂé 4!—?

nei.s jau.s mou.s lung., maau™?

Do you have chinchillas?

BN U F 7

-2

nei.s jau.s mou.s hing” daii, zi”? muig?

Do you have brothers and sisters?

40
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E% B = & #B. & A B
Rt B B .

keois dei”> jau.s saam™' zek-3 gau”®>. ngo.s jau,s gau”’  neis

-2

dei> jau.s loeng.s zek— gau™.

They have three dogs. I have a dog. You all have two dogs.

>
_ — — — p
saam™, ji_, jat™, ji_s saam™.
3,2 1, 2 3.
\

43
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Quest 3

I

bun?  syu™ hai,; ngo.s ge-3

That's My Book



jat™

— A F

=1 -2 =1

bun syu

1 book

jat

45




ngo_s

& ek

ngo.s ge-3

My

&R E

ngo,s ge-3  syu

My book

N E
ngo.s bun*? syu

My book

-1

46




This

T A F

bun syu

This book

47




That

u

[ N
go”?>  bun? syu™

That book

48



This

T A F

ni'  bun?® syu

This book

Rk E 1

— 2 — .
ni bun~ syu hai_g

This book is

T A F A &k EE.

ni"'  bun? syu”' hai; ngos ge-a.

This book is mine.

49




2

je.s

Thing

R, B “FF

ni"'  go-3 je.s

This thing

T, A8 FF 1% Fk 5L

ni"' go- jess haig ngos ge-s.

This thing is mine.

50




This

n}’}é{

ni”'  doug

Here

51




That

"8 R
go?  doug

There

52




ngo._s

%

ngo.s hai

Iam

B ot R

ngo.s hai ni dou_g.

I am here.

53




,f/—»
/N
nei_s

You

R i
nei,s  hai”?

You are

ootz o8 AL

7 g0/2

nei.s  hai dou_g.

You are there.
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This

% )

These

55




That

off]
go?  di”

Those

56




This

U}:E'J nﬁ’] uﬁ—j’»

di”'  jes

These things

U}:t'J nﬁ’? @]’ﬁ /f

di”'  jess  haig

These things are

R A B B K

di”' jes haiig keois dei? ge-s.

These things are theirs.

57




ngo_s

&AF

ngo.s bun?  syu”

My book

ﬁ$ﬁ%

bun-?  syu”
My book is

&$ %%&

-1 2 =1

bun-?  syu ai ni dou_.

My book is here.

58




1B it

keoi_s

dei”?

They

B b A =

keoi_s  dei”?

bun?  syu™

Their book

B 3t A~ F ° f%

keoi_s dei”> bun?

syu™

Their book is

B o KA Z

keoi,s dei”> bun*? syu

"i% "8 .

=1 g /2 dOU_6

Their book is there.

59
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Plurality: -

If you want to talk about multiple objects of the same type, you can use the ")
(di™") classifier.

- N
8 K FE M A &k W .
go? di”' lung,, maau™' jaus ngo.s diT' syu.

Those Chinchillas have my books.

61



Ownership: &%

In Cantonese, ownership can be expressed with the "gf (ge—s) character. This

means that the left side “owns” the right side. For example # "8 & & 4% 45§
(ngo_s ge-s baa., baa™" maa., maa™") means my parents. However, when the two objects

are closely related (like a family member), the "f (ge-3) can be omitted. Thus this
will be more natural: # & & 45 45 (ngo.s baa., baa™ maa_, maa™). You can also
replace the "8 (ge-s) with an equivalent classifier for that type, which will also act

as an ownership character as well. The plural classifier =) (di™") can be used when
referencing ownership of multiple things as well.

1E 8% 45 45

keoi.s ge-s maa,, maa

His mom

1E 35 45

keoi.s maa., maa”'

His mom

8 B

ngo.s ge-3 lung,, maau™

My chinchilla

62



> A P
B RN
ngo.s zek—s lung,, maau”

My chinchilla

1

& O &

ngo.s ge-3 pang., jau.s

My friend

8 A &

1

ngo.s di- pang., jau.s

My friends

63




Location: vf%
When attempting to speak about a location that you need to get information for,

or maybe something came from that location, you will tend to use @©f4 (hai-?) before
the specific location. The verb related to that location will be added after. Sometimes
an additional location indicator can be placed at the end of the word to give more
information regarding the location of the object. We will dive deeper into locations
in a later dungeon. However, you can see a sneak peek below:

*AFE B A

ngo.s bun”® syu™ hai”? ni”' dou.

My book is here.

HZAEREPERE.

ngo.s bun”® syu™ hai”> hok_, haau_, dou_q.

My book is at the school.

~ /) % )_:
KAZTHRERN @.
ngo.s bun”? syu™" hai? hok.y haau_s noi.g min_.

My book is inside the school.

ZAEZTHRERA @

ngo.s bun”? syu™ hai”? hok_, haau_y cin, min_g.

My book is in front of the school.

64



Articles (The)

In Cantonese, there isn't really a usage of articles such as the word, “the”, in
English. However, you could start off the sentence with the corresponding classifier,
which will essentially act as such.

s \
18 A v R .
go-3 jan,, hai? ni”' dou_,.

The person is here.

. J
s \
CEX DS
di”' syu” hai? go? dou,.

The books are over there.
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&HB&%‘E_Z]&%‘U{%‘WZKZ
BVl W) E B ff . R
) E % . E St B H

A
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® BB A B = K Z % %

.o w £ B AR K. R

H) £ 14 F . B St B F
R vk .

ngo.s pang., jau.s jau,s saam ' bun? syu”' hai? ni”'  dou
0?2 di" syuT' m hai ngo.s ge-s. ni' dii' syu™'  hai

g | yu ~4 I-6 go.5  ge-s. y -6
ngo.s ge-3. keois dei”? di' jess dou” hai? niT'  dou.

My friend has three books over here. Those books are not
mine. These books are mine. Their things are also here.
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dai_; sei-3 jam_s mou_g

Quest 4

8 18 5% 2% 1% 1 o

gOJZ =1

go-3 hou_, maas hai,y; mat

What's That Number

je.s  aa.,



jat™

Jjig

|10

saam~

70



sei—3

cat™

71



I\

baat—s3

sap_g

10

sap_s jat™'

11

72



sap_g  Jig

12

—_— + .
 —
jig sap.s jat™

21

—
— S
—_—
—1 . —1
saam sap_g jat

31
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7'L'|‘7'L

/2 Sap—6

99

— B
jat”'  baak-3

100

— B X
.?
jat™'  baak-3 ling,, jat™

101

— B8 X N

jat™"  baak-3 lmg\l‘ gau

109

-2
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— B — T 7'L
jat”'  baak-3 jat™' sap_g

119

—
jat”'  baak-3 ji_s sapg

120

— 7 =+ -
jat”'  baak-3 ji_s, sap_s jat”

121

75



Jig  baak-s

200

jie baak—s jig sap_g jig

222

7’L§7’L+7’L

u">  baak-3 gau® sap_, gau~?

999

I :'_
jat”"!  cin™

1,000

76



"‘Fibﬁfb*l*ﬁ,

-2 -2

jat™ gau baak-3  gau

1,999

sap_g

.o . —1
ji.g cin

2,000

AFAE A R

gau”> baak—s gau”® sap

9,999
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When you are counting numbers in Cantonese, you will use the normal number

— (ji¢), however, if you are speaking about quantities, like if you say 2 Bananas or

The Number Two: — +

2 Chinchillas, you use y (loeng.s) instead.

AN

P
Ty —y =
jat™, ji_s, saam™'
1,2 3
N
>
— HE B 39, = AE >
A ” x Hy — x
jat™' zek-3 lung., ~ loeng.s zek-3 lung.,, maau™ lung., maau1
1 Chinchilla, 2 Chinchillas, 3 Chinchillas

.

-
* & E
‘:FJ {7R FARNY
loeng.s tiu., hoeng™  ziu
2 Bananas
\

-1
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Twenties and Thirties: H + H#}f

In Cantonese, when you hit the twenties and thirties, instead of saying the full
number for anything in the twenties or thirties, you can instead use the shorter
equivalents. Saying it feels a bit like slurring the words together, creating a nice
blend. When saying 20, or 30 specifically, you usually put some sound next to it so
it doesn't feel lonely. It's fine to use a filler sound for this purpose. When saying the
numbers between 1-9, you normally put an ah sound between the 20 and the digit.
So twenty three would sound more like jaa_s aa™ saam-3 rather than jaa_g saam-s.

jaag

20
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_
— -l-— —
_
-1 g =1
saam™ sap_g jat

31

saa”' aa' jat™

31
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B A - E AR

%_ : ’J‘ ﬁ + 7\ %J\%IL "f

“99£‘r£§t+/\ﬂéﬁk
7 = B A

ngo.s di"' pang., jau.s jau.s jat™' baak-3 ling., baat-s bun”?

syu”. nei.s mou,ss saam” sap.s luky zek—s maau”. go? di
ng.s cn' ngs baak-s cat” sap,, baat-s diT' jan,, hai

mei.s  gwok-3  jan.,.

My friends have 108 books. You don't have 36 cats. Those
5,578 people are Americans.
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,fh
/N
nei_s

You

ngo_s

17 [8) 32 £

nei.s  tung., maai,, Ngo.s

You and Me
4 N\
R B 3%
nei.s  tung., ngo.s
You and Me
_ J
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ngo_s

e
AGN
ngos zung ' ji-3

I like

ngo.s zung ' ji-3 neis.

I like you

&’ EEE

ngo.s m., zung ' ji-3

I don’t like you

AR

nei_s.
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,fh
AN
ne|,5

You

/f’J‘ éﬁ au

I’IEI/S zung JI—3

You like

/f’J‘ éﬁ 4\.9 U}:EIJ Z]"\ = °

nei,s zung” ji-3 ni'  bun?® syu”.

You like this book

iR 42 "& 42 &5 Te. xE?

-2

nei,s zung”' m., zung' ji=3 ni"" bun syu™'?

Do you like this book?
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é au'&éﬁdu‘j}é

zung™'  ji-3. ngo,s zung ' ji-3 ni”

Yes. I like this book.

=
bun?  syu™.

.5
=

Ea [ J

m., zung ' ji-. ngos m., zung ' ji-3

n?Er_ éﬁ 5 .

No. I don't like this book.

ni

-1

SR A

bun

-2

syu™".
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&

ngo.s zung ' ji-3 loeng.s go— dou”.

w fE

loeng.s  go-3

Two

Bl %‘f‘

loeng.s  go-3

Both of them

4 5 B &R

-1

I like both of them.

ngo_s

W B &R 4 E .

-1

loeng.s go-3 dou zung™'  ji-a.

I like both of them.
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“}’b?l\a

bun-?  syu™

This book

B A
go?> bun”?

That book

syu™

“@Jlia &4%‘%!2}»‘:

bun?  syu™ ding., hai bun syu™"?

This book or that book?

17 48 "5 45 B R KN £ X &
S

-2 =1

nei.,s zung” m.,, zung' ji-3 bun syu ding., hai_g

go”?> bun? syu"?

Do you like this book or that book?
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T A F

bun syu

This book

u

M N F
go”?  bun? syu”

That book

ni'  bun? syuT' waak, ze™? u

T A E RAEEARE.
go”?> bun? syu™.

This book or that book.

4 ERAET R BAE
+

Ea [ J

-2 =1

! syu”  waak_, ze

ngo,s zung ' ji-3 ni"' bun

I like this book or that book.

-2 =1

2 syu™".

-2

go bun
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Some Usages Of: #[

The character ZJ8 (dou™) can be used to mean also, or it can be used to refer to all
of the stuff in the list of items we have just mentioned, which can also be considered
as a way of emphasize them.

( 2\
2 42 & E 9.
ngo.s dou™ zung™' ji-3 keois dei”%.

I also like them.

. J
( \
# A% 42 & ME w9t AR
ngo.s dou™ zung™' ji-3 keois dei? dou”.

I also like them all.
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The Different Words For: Or: '€ 14 + % %

There are two different Or words in Cantonese, each needs to be used in the
appropriate situation. The rule of thumb is that if you are asking a question, you use

. 4% (ding_, hai_g), and if you are using it in a statement, you use 3%, = (waak_gze?).

thhsE g TREHEHE

-2

nei.s zung™' ji-3 mong”' gwo ding., hai_y, hoeng™ ziu™"?

Do you like Mangos or Bananas?

#h BAEEE. R HFE.

1 072 “2 hoeng™ ziu™\

ngo.s loeng.s go— dou™ zung™' ji-3. mong” gwo waak_g ze

I like both of them. Mangos or Bananas.
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The Ten Heavenly Stems and Twelve Earthly Branches: X F 3, %

The Ten Heavenly Stems’, X -F (tin™ gon™), and The Twelve Earthly

Branches*, 3, % (dei zi™"), are part of an Ancient Chinese counting system that
were originally used for keeping track of time. Throughout your adventure, you will
start seeing these symbols in places where we would want to list thingsina A, B, C
type of pattern. For example Person A and Person B. You don't need to memorize
these, but don't be surprised when you start seeing them.

s 2
¥ Z A T xd kEF ER
gaap-3 jyut-3 bing? ding” mou_, gei> gang” san”' jam.,, gwai-3
A B CDEFGHIL]

- J
s \
+ #F ®F W R B F R ¥ B R
%
zi”? cau”® jan,, maau.s san., zi.g ng.s mei., san ' zau,s seot' hoi_g
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 9, 10, 11, 12
- J

3https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavenly Stems
“https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthly Branches

96



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavenly_Stems
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthly_Branches

AN FE

daai_; lou™?

Boss



¥
M R 48 & F R A

¥ ?

=

o

"B 4F Z . ME "B 4E E R OA

£.E& 5 @K F.
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‘e EEAARAFT. KRR

T A F R CEAE.

o

# A W B, 2 E R E

. s ER AT R A

] R F 7
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¥

fr BR R 42 "5 48 & B A
3 ?

["j [ ]

1

nei.,s pang., jau.s zung' m. zung ' ji=3 ni"' bun”?

syu™"?

Does your friend like this book?

o

vh 45 T . 1B vﬁéé Sl I,
Z.1E 4 & " X Z.

m., zung ' ji-s. keoi,s m_ zung”' ji-3 niT' bun

-2 SyU-1.

-2 =1

2 syu™.

keois zung™' ji-3 go bun

No. He doesn't like this book. He likes that book.
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¥

ZAEZTBARAEZT. A
T A E kA EA T

-1

ngo.s dou zung™  ji-3 go? bun? syu”. ngo.s mouss ni

-2 =1 -2 Syu-1.

syu waak_g ze”?

-2

bun bun

0]

I also like that book. I don't have this book or that book.
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o

ﬁ’%ﬁéﬁzﬁ,ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ
%,’S° ’J\ éﬁ au U}éz]&%‘/"’i
[ N

ngo.s jau,ss loeng.s go—  dou”,

f

S
a8

zung”'  ji-3  loeng.s  go-3

1 1

dou™ nei.s zung' jis  niT'" bun”? -

syu ding.; hai.g go

-2

-2

bun syu™"?

I have both of them, and like both of them. Do you like this
book or that book?
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7
& 242 R OE AR

=1 =1

ngo.s dou zung”'  ji-3 loeng.s go-3 dou”\

I also like both of them.
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dai.; luk_y jam_, mou_g

Quest 6

=3 AT ]

ngo.s mou.s cin_,, aa-3

I Don't Have Money



ngo.s jau.s

I have

ﬁ%£$

ngo.s jau,s  ng.s yu~

I have 5 books

&%£$ 18 14

ngo.s jau.s ng.s yu'1 daan_, haig

I have 5 books but

B B A E 1214 &5 4

ngo._s

= B .

-2 syu”' daan_g hai;, ngo.s m_, zung”

jau.s  ng.s  bun
ji-3  keois  dei”?

I have 5 books but I don't like them
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*F

hou”

Good

¥ AF

Very good
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A

leng—3

Beautiful

i AR

-2

hou leng-s3

Very beautiful

R4 AR

-2

nei.s  hou leng-s.

You are very beautiful
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/é%%

gei/Z

How many

gei? do™"

How many

cing,

Money
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é‘ -
% % &7
gei”?  do™

cin”??

How much money? (How much does it cost?)

110




jat™

- ii

jat”"  man”

1 dollar (your local currency)

ﬁ'«%*‘ii

ngo.s jau.s jat' ma

I have 1 dollar.

ﬁ‘c%*l‘ﬁii

ngo.s jau.s Ssap_g Ng.s

I have 15 dollars.
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(]

nei,s  jau,s

You have

4~7€x¥z57 £% 7

neis jau.s gei”? cin”??

How much money do you have?

ﬁ%‘f‘ii AR "}%—J?

ngo.s jau.s  Sap_g . neis

I have 10 dollars. What about you?

ngo.s mou.s  cing,.

I don't have money.
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“/:6 "97 fx 7, 7

]
di” n, ne?

What about this money?

R 2

di”' «cn, m, haig, ngos ge-s.

That money isn't mine.
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Different Pronounciations Of: ",
In Cantonese, there can be identical characters that have different pronouncia-

tions depending on the situation, as we experienced with 9, (ne™).

( )
% B A HF OER -
ni”' go-3 jan, hou? leng-s.
This person is beautiful.

. J
( )

#r R ?

neis ne™?

What about you?
|\ J
( \
7, B R, 7
ni' go— ne’?
What about this?
|\ J
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Tonal Changes: 43

In Cantonese, there are some situations where a character’s tone will change.
In the encounter we saw previously, the money character normally has the forth

tone: 4% (cin_), but when we use it to ask how much, it changes to the second tone:

4% (cin?).

cing,

Money

& 5 87

gei”? do”' cin"%?

How much does it cost?
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A % 2 AR K.

1B ot & 1% 4F A

¥
.M A % % B AR KR

o

# A — B @B K.
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¥
R 1% "5 14 2 &7

nei.,s hai,;, m., haiiy, hok, saang™?

4

Are you a student?

o

HEHEERR?

ngo.s m., hai.g, hok, saang™. neis ni?

I'm not a student. What about you?
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¥

*AE AR P A B A RN
R 2 A

ngo.s dou™ m., haiyz hok,, saang” daan_; hai; ngo.s pang.,

jaus  hai.s hok_; saang™.

I'm also not a student, but my friend is a student.

B ¥ % 2 4 B OB K.
1E s ZR 12 4F A .

ngo.s jau.s hou? do' hok, saang”' diT' pang,, jau.s. keois

-2

dei? dou™ hai,g hou jan.,.

I have a lot of friends that are students. They are all good
people.
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2 .

-2

hou~.

¥
B % % 18 B &°?

nei.,s jau.s gei? do' go-3 pang., jau.s?

Good. How many friends do you have?

# A — B B M L.

ngo.s jau.s jat' baak-3 go-3 pang., jau.s.

o

I have 100 friends.
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¥

R A& % M K.

nei,s jau,s hou”?

do™' pang.,, jau.s.

You have a lot of friends.
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— £ 3%

dai_6 jat”!  jam_g  mou_g

Quest 1

R 14 "2 14 B B "*%

-2

nei.,s hai.g, m., hai,g sik,g gan mong™’

Are You Eating A Mango



,fh
/N
nei_s

You

1 B
nei.s  sik_g

You eat

=

neis siky gan”

You are eating

,1 , EX -H—
1IN

A

-2

nei_s 5|k_6 gan mong™"

You are eating a mango.
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14 e e B R7Y

-2

nei.,s hai.g, m., hai,g sik,g gan mong™'  gwo~??

Are you eating a mango?

R R T

ngo.s sik.g gan mong™"

I'm eating a mango.
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ngo_s

% '
23
ngo.s  sik_g

I eat

=AY "E
ngo.s  sik_g

I ate

-2

&R E T
ngo.s  sik_g

z0 mong™

I ate a mango.

51‘%

129




ngo.s

~
* €

ngo.s  WUi_5

I will

~ /,\
& T R
ngo.s wui.s  Sik_g

I will eat

#oa R <R

ngo.s wuis sik,s mong”  gwo™

I will eat (a) mango(s).
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,fh
/N
nei_s

You

1 B
nei.s  sik_g

You eat

R B 2

neis sik_6 dou”?

You were able to

R B B & %

-2

nei_s 5|k_6 dou mong™"

You were able to eat (a) mango(s).
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7 & "5 3] &= %

-2

nei.,s sik.s, m., dou mong™’

You weren't able to eat (a) mango(s).
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sik.g dou™.

R & & /g 3 &

nei.s sik.s, m., sikg dou mong™’

Were you able to eat the mango(s)?

5 .

-2

# B F 2

-2

ngo.s 5|k_6 dou mong™’

Yes. I was able to eat the mango(s).

%?

gwo~%?

%

3

sik_g

g 3.

m., dou™.

# B

ngo._s

UEE_ ﬁ]]

-2

sik.g m., dou mong™"'

No. I wasn't able to eat the mango(s)

%
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o R

jyu,,  gwo

If

ﬁﬂ%:ﬂz F< 7] % o 2 2

JyU - /2 -2

ngo.s sik.g dou”> ngo.s ge-3 mong”  gwo

If I'm able to eat my mango

ﬁ”%& |]ﬁué% %r
B A R

/2 -2 -2

jyu,, gwo ngo.s sik.g dou ngo,s ge-3 mong ' gwo’? ngo.s

wuis  sik.g neis ge-s mong”  gwo™

If I'm able to eat my mango, I will eat your mango.
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ngo.s

ﬁzﬁh%

ngo.s ji, gaa

I now

R

ngo.s ji., gaa wui_s

I now will

#m KX g =

ngo.s jiy, aa1 wuis  heoi-3

I now will go
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oKX & & @ K.

ngo.s ji., gaa ' wui,s heoi-3 go? dou.

I now will go there.
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ngo_s

& B

ngo.s tai

Iread

& B A

ngo.s tal

I read (past)

BBk KT

ngo.s tai”? zo ngo.s bun-?

I read my book.
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B E R RN E.

ngo.s tai”? zo”> ngo,s nau?® joek-s bun?® syu”.

I read my New York book.
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Past, Present, And Future Tense: "4 + % +

One of the nice benefits of Cantonese is that it has no conjugations. This means
that representing the past, present, and future can be easily done by simply adding
a character before or after the verb, thus the verb character itself stays exactly the
same everywhere, forever. As in any natural language, there are some verbs that
cannot use these tense characters directly, but we will learn more about this in the
future.

B EAE KN E.

=1

“2 keoi,s bun?® syu”.

ngo.s tai”®> zo

I finished reading her book.

K BT E KN Z.

i? keoi.s bun”? syu.

ngo.s tai -2

gan

I am reading her book.

e WA E.

keoi,s bun? syu.

2

ngo.s Wwui.s tai

I will read her book.
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Inquiring About What Someone Is Currently Doing: 1%
In order to ask someone about something they are currently doing, you can use

the verb {4 (hai_y). Essentially asking them if they are or are not currently doing said
action.

A% "5 1% = B o B7?

-2

nei.s hai, m., haiy, heoi-s gan? go? dou_?

Are you currently going over there?

. & £ % "8 K.

-2

hai_ec. ngo.s heoi-3 gan? go? dou_.

Yes. I'm going over there.

B Afn. &BE R T

12 i

m., hai. ngo.s tai -2

gan syu

No. I'm reading a book.
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Successfully Completing Or Failing An Action: %)
If you want to express that an action that was taken was successful, you place

the %| (dou? character after the verb, if the action failed, you place °& %] (m_, dou?)
after the verb.

7 B "B B 3| fE R 27

12

neis tai”? m., tai> dou? keoi.s bun? syu"?

Were you able to read his book?

Bh 2|. &k B 2| fE K T

tai”? dou”®. ngo.s tai? dou”? keois bun”? syu”.

Yes. I was able to read his book.

|\ J
( 2\
B "5 3|. £ BF 5 B E X £
tai?> m., dou® ngos tai? m., dou? keois bun? syu”.
No. I wasn't able to read his book.

142



AN FE

daai_; lou™?

Boss



144



b
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ZIE I R S A

%t 4.

o

RE T &Y. KRB PE X

It e A
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12

nei.s ji., gaa~'  haiyz m, tai

Are you reading this book at the moment?

o

TR ERE FE.
#r R ?

m., hai_.. ngos ji. aa”'  sik_ an“?2  hoeng™ ziu™. neiss ni™"?
4 6 4 6

No. I'm currently eating a banana. What about you?
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¥

FmEx g = M@ E 1B 1% K
k. w R KA B KT
* tr ¥

-2

1

ngo.s ji, gaa wui_s  heoi-3  go dous daan_., hai,g ngo.s

-2

mou.s cin.. jyu.,, §wo ngo.s jau.s cin,, ngo.s wui.s heoi-3

-2

nau joek-3.

I'm going over there now but I don't have money. If I had
money I would go to New York.
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o

K EEZ & 4. KB A K
AR m Y A

-2

ngo.s zung ' ji-3 nau joek-3. ngo.s di”' pang., jau.s dou”

-2

hai.¢ nau joek—3  jan,,.

I like New York. My friends are all New Yorkers.
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,fh
/N
nei_s

You

S

nei_s  hai

You are (located)

i otk 4 2
nei.,s hai? bin™'  dou_g?

Where are you?

~ /)
#* B 4.
ngo.s hai? uk™ ke

I am home.
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— 13

jat”!  zeon™

One bottle

— % K

jat"  zeon™ seoi?

One bottle of water

& AT K

ngo.s zeon '  seoi”?

My bottle of water

&@m% T B

ngo.s zeon ' seoi”?> hai bm'1 dou_g?

Where is my bottle of water?
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& B A% "f% S E?

ngo.s ge-3 zeon bln'1 dou_g?

Where is my bottle?
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ngo_s

ik 18

ngo.s soeng?

I want to

K 78 B

ngo.s soeng”® tai?

I want to read

BB — K Z.

ngo.s soeng”®> tai®> jat”' bun?® syu”\.

I want to read a book.
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ngo_s

ﬁz’éA

ngo_s

I drink

KRR —

-2

ngo.s gan jat™

I'm drinking a cup

%zfék%‘f-ﬂ X

-2

ngo.s jam”? gan jat™"  bui”'  caa.,.

I'm drinking a cup of tea.
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B F %K

ngo.s jam”? gan caa.,.

I'm drinking tea.
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ngo._s

& 4t &
SN
ngos zung™' ji-3

I like

x4 "*‘éz/\'

4

ngo.s zung”' ji-3 caa.,.

I like to drink tea.

156




& 42§

ngo.s zung ' ji-3

I like

# 48 & o8 W

ngo.s  zung ji-s  go™?

I like those

# 4 = °fe] IR 7 NS

ngo.s zung' ji-3 go? diT' loengs buiT' caa,.

I like those two cups.

K I 4EE AR

-2 -2

ngo.s  hou zung™  ji-3  jam caa.,.

I really like drinking tea.
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/2

ngo._s zung™  ji-3 caa.,.

I really like drinking a lot of tea.
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ﬁ‘qéﬁj‘@\%ﬂ’

ngo.s zung' ji-3

I like to drink juice.

£ 42 & B /1’

ngo.s zung ' ji-3 jam”® caang? za

I like to drink orange juice.

ﬁ‘géﬁj”ﬁ/\ é%ﬂ‘

ngo.s zung ' ji-3 jam”® ping,, gwo

I like to drink apple juice.
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% A

bin™'  go—3

Who / Which

4’1‘ éé ASA 'ﬁ}\ /1'

nei.,s zung" ji-3 jam™ b|n1 g0—3

You like to drink which

42 & B 3 B R 7?7 ¥
“l'ﬁ:%faﬂ‘

nei,s zung”' ji-3 jam bin™'  go-3 0?2 zap™ ping., gwo

M

-2

zap~' ding.y hai.;, caang? zap™®?

You like to drink which juice?

.;.
ngo.s zung ' ji-3 jam”® ping,, gwo zap'1.
I like to drink apple juice.
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ngo._s

N = I
& ]p] RSN
ngo.s tung., ji-3.

I agree.

> vk [5] =&
ﬁ‘ﬂnl%°

ngo.s m., tung., ji-3.

I don't agree.
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Using Multiple Verbs Together

If you want to use multiple verbs together, you simply need to put the verbs next
to each other.

e N
. == 2L
ﬁ )v‘—%? ,‘E': é}\ 7J( °
ngo.s zung ' ji-3 jam™? seoi”?
I like to drink water.
. J
e N

& & £ oA K.

ngo.s soeng? heoi-3 go? dou_g.

I want to go there.
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¥

R &R vk E R

o

# A & "%k 1E B

&R R ?

_E
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¥
2 PR & vtk i 7

nei.,s pang., jau.s hai”> binT  dou_g?

Where is your friend?

o

# P A 1B B D. R R?

ngo.s pang., jau.s hai> keois uk™' kei>. neis ne™?

My friend is at his house. What about you?

167




& AR E L. MK KRR
N

N 1>
Z: PO o /flj\ U}:t: ?
ngo.s dou™ hai? uk" keiZ ji, gaa' jam? gan? jat™"

bui' caa,. nei,s ne’?

I'm also at home. Drinking a cup of tea. What about you?
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Z
B X T . A A R
B % "& 48 & &R X. &R &

G S

ngo,s tai”> gan”®> syu”. ngo,s dou”' soeng?® jam™®  je.s
daan., haioyz m.,, zung”' jis jam”? caa,. ngo.s wuis jam~?
gwo”>  zap™.

I'mreading a book. I also want to drink something, butIdon't
like to drink tea. I will drink juice.
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Quest 3

1

ni'  go-3 hai

"Eﬂlf%&*’é%‘ﬁ%ﬁ%

ngo.s baa,, baa”' maa,,

These Are My Parents



B A
uk™  kei”?

Home

B A A

uk™  kei?  jan,,

Family / Family Member
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%‘%

baa.,

Father

% 4

maa.,

Mother

%%‘iz%fz%

=1
baa., baa maa.,

Parents
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¥

80,

Older Brother

2H %ZE

ze,, ze™

Older Sister

4m 4%

sai-3 lou”

Younger Brother

% —lﬂ’(

sai-3

Younger Sister
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VA

hing™  dai_g

Brothers

LT3

r2
ZI mU|_6

Sisters

ﬁﬁ%%ﬁi

hing™ dai_y zi” MUi_g

Siblings
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T B A 1R 35 B 7

ni”'  go-s jan, hai bm1 g0—3?

Who is this person?

%1’!4%%«@%

ni"' go-s hai,;, ngo.s baa, bhaa”

This is my Father.

“{l W) A 14 % 4B 7

di”'  jan, haig bm1 go-3?

Who are those people?

8 ) % &R E &S E
W 1R R B S A

go? diT' hai,; ngos baa, baa”' maa, maa". keois dei”?

hai, ngos uk™ kei”? jan.,.

Those are my parents. They are my family.
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iR e & A

nei_s uk1 kei-?  jan.,

Your family

1% B & A fE

nei_s uk1 kei-?  jan.,, zyug

Your family lives

R B 4 A4 vk i3 B

nei.,s uk™ kei?> jan,, zyu,s hai? bin”'" dou_g?

Where does your family live?

1B o /% "2 £ B .

-2

keois dei”® zyu_, hai mei_s  gwok-s.

They live in the United States.
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A D A N

/2

nei,s jau,s mou,s hing™ da|_6 mui_g?

Do you have siblings?

‘fii]i A% "}%?

jaus. ngo.s jaus jat' go-3 sai-3 lou?? jat™

go—3  sai-3

mui~.

nei.s ne '?
Yes. I have a younger brother and a younger sister. What

about you?

fi - & AN B 4 kA2 A
® A — & 5.

12

mou.s. ngo.s mous hing”' daiy zi mui_g daan_s hai.; ngo.s

=1 1

jaus  jat zek-3  maau”.

No. I don’t have siblings but I have a cat.
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Family Hierarchy

In Cantonese, every family member in the family tree has a specific name,
meaning that there are specific names for each member in both sides of the family.
For now we will only focus on the ones mentioned in this quest. In addition, the
family tree is hierarchical. So Males before Females, Older before Younger.

s \
baa., baa™
Father
- J
s \

% 95

maa., maa

Mother
_ J
4 N\
go., 8o~
Older Brother
¢ J
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%H JH

ze,, ze

Older Sister

-

ba A

sai-3  lou™?

Younger Brother

J

\\

%8 SRk

sai-3  mui?

Younger Sister

J
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Switching The Word Placement Of: [+

When using the word 4% (zyu_g), it can be placed either before {4 (hai-?) or it can
be placed at the end of the sentence.

AL ok 3§ 7
nei.s zyu_s hai? bin™' dou_g?

Where do you live?

iRt g BOAET
nei.s hai> bin™" dou_y zyu_?

Where do you live?

- J

s \
& AE %R K.
ngo.s zyu_g hai”? ni"' dou.

I live here.

- J

s \
=M e
ngo.s hai? ni”' dou., zyu_.

I live here.
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7
#EE A HE T KRR E R

* 1 1B £k K.

o

& & A EE T KR KA

1% &k 45 45 Bk 4F % K.
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¥
. AR BB W B %

i ?

o

16 % & 18 3 % B &. 4R

nﬁ% U}:t'J ?

B 3 M K "k 2 K.
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¥

B &I E KRR E 1A
£ & 1B % K.

=1

ngo.s baa.,, baa hou? zung™ jis jam™? caa,, daan_y hai_g

ngo.s soeng”®> keois jam™? seoi”

My Dad really likes to drink tea, but I want him to drink water.

o

& & & A B E L KAE
1% & 45 45 Bk 4F % K.

=1

-1

dou m., zung ' ji-3 jam™

ngo.s baa., baa seoi”?  daan_g

=1 H -2

hai, ngo.s maa.,, maa jam hou? do™' seoi”?

My Dad also doesn't like to drink water, but my Mom drinks
a lot of water.

186




¥

. R E B BB % R

hou? hou™

i ?

nei.s baa,, baa™' maa,, maa' hai”? bin”" dou_g?

Very good. Where are your parents?

o

B =t vy B = "z B & . IR

ug% U}:t'J

keoi.s dei”? loeng.s go-3 dou”' hai”?

g

uk™  kei. neis ge-3 ne ™

They are both at home. What about yours?
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¥
B %t K "h F K.

keoi.s dei? ji,, gaa' hai”®> hok, haau_,.

They are currently at the school.
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dai_; sei-3 jam_s mou_g

Quest 4

REHK T HAE -

nei.s jiu-s daap— dik" si”? ding,, hai.; baa”

You Need To Take The Taxi Or Bus

SI

2



ce™

Car

jat”!  gaa—s ce”

A car

jat™'  gaa—s baa™' si?

A bus

— Z2 4 4+

jat”!  gaa—s dik™ i

A taxi
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B 28 &9 + & @ &.

+ 2

keois gaa-3 dik™' i -2

heoi-3  go dou_g.

His taxi goes there.
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ngo.s  jiu-3

I need

» q—}-
& 2 #
ngo.s jiu—3 daap-3

I need to take (transporation)

SR Y

ngo.s jiu-3 daap-3 ce .

I need to take a car.

> X+
BB E L
ngo.s jiu-3 daap-3 baa ' si%

I need to take a bus.
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& BB L.

ngo.s jiu-s daap— dik' si*Z

I need to take a taxi.

K B M.

ngo.s jiu—3 daap-3 dei tit-3.

I need to take the train (underground train).
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ﬂ’%

fei™

To fly

e

gei™

Machine

fei”!  gei™

Airplane (Flying Machine)

B & # & #.
keois jiu-3 daap— fei”' gei .

She needs to take an airplane.
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/>

N

fE%—#XﬂE#&%%/%

keois jiu-3 daap— fei”' gei”' heoi-3 hoeng”' gong™?

She needs to take an airplane to go to Hong Kong.
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SR RS

ngo.s dei? jiu= daap-s

We need to take

ﬁ”i&iﬁ"#%tat&-

ngo.s dei? jiu-s daap—3 baa”' si"%

We need to take a bus.

o EHECEE N AR®

B 4.

ngo,s dei”? jiu-3 daap-3 baa™' si”?

heoi-s pang., jaus ge-3
uk™ ke

We need to take a bus to go to our friend's house.
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S
oAz
zaam_g

Station

W, 48 35

dei_s tit-3 zaam_g

Train Station

e, 4+ 3k

baa™ si”?  zaam_g

Bus Stop
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i

-1

gaai
Street
/ -
— f&k 7
jat™"  tiu,, gaai™
A street

R
ni—'  tiug,, gaai

This street

R ik BT 71 M &R b

ni—'  tiu, gaair' mous dei; tit-3 zaam_,.

This street doesn't have a train station.
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RS

ngo.s wui.s  heoi-3.

I will go

£ & = E‘L 4 5.
ngo.s  wui.s heoi-3 si

I will go to the bus stop.

%QJZ\‘E ‘ﬁéfgﬂt:.

2 1 2

ngo.s wui.s  heoi-3 si zaam_, daap-3 baa” si7°.

I will go to the bus stop to take the bus.

ﬁ@i‘@tz‘ﬁéﬁt@t:{‘
AR R % B 4.

/2 1 : 2

ngo.s wui.s heoi-3 baa™ zaam_, daap-3 baa™  si heoi-3
pang., jau.s ge-3 uk  kei?

I will go to the bus stop to take the bus to go to my friend's
house.
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Using English In Hong Kong Cantonese

Since Hong Kong was a British Colony for about 100 years, there were a lot of
English words that trickled into Cantonese, and were absorbed into the language
with a Cantonese pronounciation. Some of these words don't have a corresponding
Chinese equivalent character, and thus the Latin alphabet is used in these cases.
Even though they are written with the Latin Alphabet, you'll still need to pronounce
them with the Cantonese accent for it to be correct, or it won't be colloquial. Due

to these historical developments, there are differences between Guangdong &

R (gwong™? dung™) Cantonese, and Hong Kong # J# (hoeng™ gong-?) Cantonese, not
just for some basic objects, but also in terms of slang. However, the two different
Cantonese variants are still largely mutually intelligible. Below are some examples
from the Hong Kong Cantonese perspective:

( )
& A
r g F
wan_; nei' laa™?
Vanilla
| J
( )
2 w@g A
+ % w5 A
siiy, do™' be”' lei”?
Strawberry
. J
( )
zyu” gu ik
Chocolate
. J
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) £

dik™  si*?

Taxi

M

baa™' si?

Bus

do™"  si?

Toast
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4=
7
R & "5 @ & 0+ & H
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vh

| §

o

. F & B w8 £ E

1B £ "% /U + & #7.
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i
R R e £ E?

=1

nei.s ji,, gaa wuis  heoi-3  bin”'  dou_g?

Where are you going now?

o
# M F & kT A EER
4=

ngo.s ji., gaa ' wuis heoi-3 go, go' ge-s uk kei”x

I'm going to my older brother's house now.
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L O AL B | %
R & B 7 & T of]
}ch ?
X °
nei.,s wuis m.,, wuis daap-3 dik™' si? heoi-3 go? dou_g?
Are you going to take the taxi to go there?
&

o : e > %
- S - A - A
A
m., Wui.s. ngo.s wuis daap-3 dei_g tit-s heoi-3 go”® dou_.

No. I'm going to take the train to go there.
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¥
B 4£ “fh 3§ K7

keoi.s zyu_s hai? bin™'  dou_g?

Where does he live?

o

1B 1£ "% L T & %7.

sap_s hg.s gaai .

2

keoi.s zyu_, hai -

gau

He lives on 95th street.
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Quest 5

1B M % % & 1w % F

keois ji,, gaa ' zou_g gan’2 mat™ jes aa.,

What Is He Doing Now



Te, B

ni-'  go-3

This

T, A8 1%

ni"'  go— hai

This is

B 5 % o ?

ni"' go-s haiyz mat”  jes aa.?

What is this?

ni'  go-3 hai_

R, B 4% & %‘7

What is this?
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AR
nei_s

You

1R

nei.s  zou_g

You do

A A A 1 e

nei.,s zou_s mat' je.s aa.?

What are you doing?

R 7 g

nei.,s zou_s gan”®> mat” je.s aa.?

What are you currently doing?
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R X

nei.s zou_g gan~?

What are you currently doing? (harsher tone)

1 M B o uF ?

nei.,s zou.g gan

What are you currently doing? (a little softer)

o B o 8 oeg ?

-2

nei.s zou_g gan mat™  je.s aa.?

What are you currently doing? (softest)
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me™"

(Ending Particle: Shows sarcasm or being surprised)

fh o ?

hai_s me™?

Really?
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R R

jyus,  gwo”

If

ko R AR VB 4 E

jyu., gwo”

If you don't like

nei.,s m., zung  ji-3

4o F AR B 4E E ’5/\ 7J<

jyu~4 gWOJz /2

nei.,s m_, zung ji-3 seoi”

If you don't like drinking water

ﬁﬂﬁ‘g\ ﬁ”ﬁéﬁiﬁkﬂﬁ

/2 /2

jyu., nei.,s m_, zung ' ji-3 seoi”®  zau_g

If you don't like drinking water then
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ko R AR "B 4 F R K 3 &K

é;-\\ .

iyu. wo"?2 neis m_, zung”' ji-3 jam™?
4 4

-2

seoi”> zau_g jam™? caa.,.

If you don't like drinking water then drink tea.
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& B

ngo.s tai

Iread

& B F .

ngo.s tai? syu”.

I read a book.

K BB E R E B E.

=1

7 SyU_1.

ngo.s tai syu"' s nei,s zau., dou

As soon as I read a book, you also read a book.
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Ly

dim*?  gaai?

Why

o #

R BB
5 ?

dim*? gaai> neiss jiu-3 daap-3 fei”' gei”' heoi-s hon_, gwok-3?

Why do you need to take an airplane to go to Korea?

217




. /" \\"

n!
wai_g

Because

!ﬁ:&%%ﬁiﬁ

wai_g ngo.s jiu-3 heoi-3 hon,, gwok-3

Because I need to go to Korea

o2

A B & R £ #H OB K

jan

& -

7 waig ngo.s jiu-3 heoi-s hon_,, gwok-3 taam-3 pang.,

Because I need to go to Korea to visit friends.

AA

jau_s.
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& B

ngo.s dei”?

We

—t
4t )=
ngo.s dei”? jat™' cai,,

Together we

4

fo — K £ # A K M
& -

cai,, heoi-3 hon,, gwok-3 taam-3 pang., jau.s.

ngo.s dei”? jat™

Together we go to Korea to visit friends.
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Ending Particles: " + v

One of the most unique and flavorful parts of Cantonese is its wide use of Ending
Particles. These particles are added to the end of a statement, and tend to express
some sort of additional meaning or tone of the sentence/speaker. I almost like to
think of these as some sort of enhanced punctuation system. One that goes deeper
than a simple question mark or exclamation mark (?, !). This system allows for deeper
feelings, tones, and emotions to be written down on paper, and to some extent
recorded and expressed in writing. You can usually say the same thing without the
ending particles, but the sentence may sound dryer and more abrupt. The ending
particles can help to soften or lighten up the sentence. They can also be used to
make the sentence sound stronger or more intense as well. You will be introduced

to more ending particles in the future. But for now we can discuss two of them: “F
(aa.,) and =¥ (me™). At a basic level, "F (aa.,) can be used when you are asking any

question. =¥ (me™ is sometimes used when you are surprised about something and
want to express that further. It can also be used in a sarcastic way.

( )

R%BEH”R— & REHTF?

1

neis hai.g m., hai,g jat” zek-3 lung,, maau™' aa.?

Are you a Chinchilla?

B & — & B .

hai_s. ngo.s hai_, jat™ zek— lung., maau™.

Yes. I'm a Chinchilla.

& oF 7

hai_, me™"2!

Really?!
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¥
3 3 4E & B H F?

B 42 5 Bp £. 1B & 48 &

®EF K.

i
PR EERFE,

12 14 15 48 & 4 % 9 ?
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S N R
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¥
Rt 25 AR 48 E B BE % R

4

=

=

o

o 4E T E B E B A

?\2‘ 3 4 4F 5 ,E',\ ;a " .
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¥
I 2 4 F M w uF?

-1

nei.,s go.,, g0 zung™'  ji-s  zou,y, mat” je.s aa.?

What does your older brother like to do?

z
B4 5 8F 5. B 4 48 §
B H E.

12 =1

keoi.s zung™' ji-3 tai syu”. keois dou™

zung™'  ji-s  sikeg

hoeng™  ziu™.

He likes to read books. He also likes to eat bananas.
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¥

% o 7 ﬁ%ﬁéﬁfé:/a\yg
fa 14 1 42 & & % F 7

-1

1

haiy, me™ ngo.s dou zung™' ji-3 sikeg hoeng™ ziu™, daan_g

hai_s nei.s zung™ ji-s zou,, mat” je.s aa.?

Really? I also like to eat bananas, but what do you like to do?

o E B Z. R NAXK
AN B
—
A B
ngo.s zung' ji-3 tai”®> syu”. ngo.s tung.,, pang. jaus jat"
cai, tai? syu”.

I like to read books. My friend and I read books together.
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¥
Rt Bh R R E7

nei_s dei”? tai??

gan?  bin™"  bun? syu™?

What book are you two currently reading?

o

oo X R E

lung.,, maau™ ge-3 syu .

2

ngo.s dei”? tai -2

gan

We are currently reading a chinchilla book.
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¥

73 ST -EL = —H—
fr ot 25 AR 42 & BS #E b Hh
z7
nei.,s dei”? dim? gaai”? zung' ji-s tai? lung,, maau”
ge—3  syu”"?

Why do both of you like to read a chinchilla book?

> 5s A v SO - 4 Sy B >
ﬁ‘ Ui& 52 '% ﬁé %\H ub% j: (N
D i
& ﬂj;«lh ﬁ% éé 4\9 2
ngo.s dei® zung” ji-3 lung,, maau”' ge-3 syu" jan~' waig
ngo.s dei”> hou? zung”' ji- lung,, maau”.

We like the chinchilla book because we like chinchillas very
much.
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¥

=3 = < jé%"“%f #
7k A& (G 'flj\ o, vET,

zung™' ji-3 lung,, maau”' ge-3 syu”. ngo.s zau_g

ngo.s dou™

=1

2 npeiss dei”? ge-s syu”.

soeng”? tai

I also like the chinchilla book, so I want to read the book both
of you are reading.
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Quest 6

o 22 & 14 4 # 2E &
g0 gaa-3 ce' hai; mat™

What Color Is That Car

2 je.s ngaan,, sik™



B &

ngaan., sik™'

Color

4 &,

hung.,  sik™

Red

4k &,

Vd
luksg  sik™
Green
X+
BE
.

laam_,  sik™

Blue
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- é
/E \i
wong.,  sik™"

Yellow

2 &

gam™  sik™

Gold

R &

ngan_,,  sik™

Silver

8 &

baak_g  sik™

White
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Z &

hak™  sik™

Black

B e

caang”?  sik™

Orange

® &
zi?  sik™

Purple

4 &,
2 hung,, sik™
Pink
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F &

fe”!  sik™

Brown

R &

fui”'  sik™

Gray
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/LJ\ éﬁ :—%’_\

nei.,s zung”  ji-3

You like

/flj\ é? :3%; i\%: /f

nei.s zung"' ji-3 bin™" go-3

You like which

1R 42 & % 18 28 &7

nei.,s zung”' ji-s binT" go-3 ngaan, sik™"?

Which color do you like?

& E 5 E &, 12 1% FK 4
% 42 & 4 B, .

ngo.s zung ' ji-3 laam., sik”, daan_, hai.; ngo.s sai-3 lou™
zung™' ji-s hung,, sik™\

I like blue, but my younger brother likes red.
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BR

go? gaa-3

That car

o] 28 F B BE &

gJZ

gaa—3 ce = ge-3

1

That car's color

ngaan.,

sik™

] 2R & BLBE & & L

g0

-2

gaa-3  ce

-1

aﬁ?

ge-3 ngaan., sik™' hai

What color is that car?

mat™"

je.s

8 %%

gJZ

gaa-3

R R RS

e hai; hak™

That color is black.

sik™

ge—s.

238
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“’}E?K%ﬁ

ni”' gaa-3

This car

A

ni'  gaa-3

This car is very

T, 4R ﬁ I 4T .

1

ni”'  gaa-3 hou-?

hung,,.

This car is very red.
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of] oH)
go”
Those

"fl W 2 & W E

di'  hak™ sikT  diT" syu™

Those black books

"{l ) E & ) Z 4F E.

di'  hak™ sik? diT' syu” hou? hak™.

Those black books are very black.
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A E

hoeng™  ziu™

Banana

— k& &

jat™"  tiu,, hoeng™  ziu~

A banana

Tk B &

ni”'  tiu,, hoeng™ ziu™

This banana

T fx B & ﬁ% "

ni' tiu, hoeng™ ziu~ hou?  wong.,.

This banana is very yellow.
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AN

jyus,
Fish

— & &

jat™h  tiug,  jyu,

A fish

R fx &

ni—' o tiug,  jyu.,

This fish

R’ AF B AF B

-2

ni”'  tiu,, jyu,, hou laam.,.

This fish is very blue.
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Colors

Colors are relatively straight forward. If we take green for example, green itself
is &k &, (luk.,sik™, however, if we want to use it as an adjective, maybe to describe
some object, then we drop the ¢, (sik™) part and just use the color directly. Since the

color is considered a possessive property of the word, you use =, (ge-3) to finish the
connection. Take a look at the following examples:

s 2
> /) =3
ol ik K E & e
go? tiu,, hoeng” ziu™' hai;, mat” je.s ngaan., sik™'?
What color is that banana?
- J
- N

ol ik & E 1R & & 5.

-2 i

go? tiu,, hoeng™ ziuT' hai,g luk,; sik™' ge-s.
That banana is green.
(S J
( )
>
8 ik F B 5F &
go? tiu, hoeng™” ziu' hou?? luk.
That banana is very green.

(& J
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¥
ol 2R 24 E.EEE CHE

B 28 & . R R7?

Z
#A B EE. HHEE T

&
& e BRGBREN T E

7 A
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¥
REN me& R EEHLE

%— é u\é% l%\ C

VY

ﬁ ﬁ% ééé %; U}:E'J ,ﬁ% l%\° /ﬁ% I%\

I AR

KRB &. 1 4 & .
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¥

o 42 & 4F B . "B 47 &
Bl 38 & . 1R &7

go? gaa-3s ce' hou? laam,. m, zung" ji-s3 go? go-3

ngaan_, sik™. neis ni""?

That car is very blue. I don't like that color. What about you?

Z
& R B s E . % 4E
& e AR E A R &
uﬁ%ﬁo

7 mg, zung”' ji-3. ngos zung”' ji-3 wong., sik” ge-3

(e
>

-
=3

Bk

ngo.s dou

daan_ hai_ hai-2  ni”'  dou_ mou_s wong.,  sik™ e=s ce™.
6 6 6 4

I also don't like it. I like the yellow cars, but there are no
yellow cars here.
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¥

T B ' e EfEAA
A A

7N

ni"'  dours mous wong., sik ge—s ce”' daan.; hai,; jau.s

wong., sik”  ge-s jyu,.

There are no yellow cars here, but there is a yellow fish.

o

SRR LA SR
i .

zung™' ji-3 niT' tiu,, jyu.. tiug, jyu., hou?? leng-s.

ngo.s hou™?

I really like this fish. The fish is very beautiful.
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¥
£ E &. 1B 4F &R

-2

ngo.s tung., ji-3. keoi.s hou leng-s.

I agree. It's very beautiful.
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mok_g

R Bt

sam™'  syu,, waan_g
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1 — £ 3%

dai_6 jat™  jam_g  mou_g

Quest 1

iR 7B W h R R i

nei.,s sik” m_, sik" gong? gwong? dung” waa™?

Do You Know How To Speak Cantonese



L35

zi™"

To know (A piece of information)

R Fo "B fo

nei,s zi' m. zi'

Do you know

A% %o "& %‘3 ”fé N Z

-1

=
nei.s  zi m, b u™’!

sy

Do you know this book

ko "8 o R R E K S

nei_s

uf ?
- S S

zi m., zi ni bun syu gei?  do™' cing,

Do you know how much this book costs?

aa.,?
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23]
aB

sik™

To know (A person or a skill)

L 23 23
’fd\ aH U\’?f vH

nei,s sik”'  m, sik™

Do you know

,fb 23 pRH 23 =
/JJ» @B o eBX, @
nei.,s sik™ m_ sk gong™?

Do you know how to speak

{2k oB % % O e‘@;-?
/J» =B o wBX @ H avz e
nei.,s sik”' m_ sik" gong? gwong?® dung” waa??

Do you know how to speak Cantonese?
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2 . &*“*%}%%a%

sik.  ngos sik' gong”? gwong? dung” waa

I know. I know how to speak Cantonese.

n:l’:r_-‘ﬁk &nﬁ*“*‘%}%%g‘%.

m., sik’. ngoss m_ sk gong? gwong? dung”' waa?

I don't know. I don’'t know how to speak Cantonese.
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fr 23 =
I
nei,s sik? m, sik™

Do you know

2 2 ./ 9
R A N
nei,s sik? m, sik" keois haig binT go-3?

Do you know who is that?

wE . K "B 2 A FHOA
& 2.

m., sik™. ngos m., sik’' daan,, hai,g ngos pang. jaus sik™\

I don’t know. I don't know but my friend does.
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9K

AR
seoi”'  jing,
Although

& B %

AR R Y
ngo.s seoi ' jin,
Although I

& EE A

% =N ’é)\ 7J<

ngo._s

seoi

-1

Jing,

zung™’

ji-3

m-?  seoi”

Although I like drinking water

SR

R KR EEE R K, KA

7J< BR .

ngo.s seoi ' jin, zung”' ji-3 jam? seoi”?, ngo.s mou.s

seoi”?  jam~.

Although I like drinking water, I have no water to drink.
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Differences Between: %u + i

v

In Cantonese there are different ways to ask someone if they know something.
The verb to use for this depends on what type of information you are asking about.

%u (zi") is used for informational stuff like if you want to know what's the weather

today, if someone likes something, if there is some event happening, etc. 2 (sik™ is
used if you want to know if someone knows some person, or some type of skill (like
if they speak can speak a certain language or know how to play some sport).

~ J’. A “ P
& 3 A K.
ngo.s sik™' jau,, seoi"’

I know how to swim.

> 2y X 3 =
o EE R E.
ngo.s sik™' gong”® gwong? dung”' waa’

I know how to speak Cantonese.

( N
AP P IE S
ngo.s zi' ngos m., zi ' hou? do' jes.

I know I don't know a lot of stuff.

. J

R %o £ 14 3% A

nei.,s zi' ngo.s hai.g bin™' go-a.

You know who I am.
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A / #1 +Noun + Verb
You can say whether you have or don't have a particular object in order to

perform some action by using A (jau.s) / #7 (mou.s), then the particular noun in
qguestion, and the verb at the end in order to express that.

F 1 Z BS.

ngo.s mou,s syu ' tai”Z

I have no books to read.

1B =t 77 " £%.

H -2

keois dei”? mou.s je.s jam

They have nothing to drink.
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¥

. %o "B ko N\ + 55 87 vk i

B R

o

N TN BT R R .

¥
Jo vE fo do B N + SN HT B

Sl N N
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o

uf %U.

=

¥
R UE Kl 8 A 1% % 8

U’if?

o

K R BB, 1B "B K.
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¥

ff ko 5 do A+ kB i
B o ?

nei.,s zi-' m, zi baat-s  sap_y luky gaai”' hai®  bin™

dou_y aa.?

Do you know where 86 st is?

o

AN b i 1

baat—s sap_s luk.s gaai”' hai”? go? dou..

86 st is over there.
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¥

o "B Zoo 4o RO\ 4+ XN BT B
¥ % A7

zi m.,  zi jyu,,  gwo

1

-2 baat-3 sap_g luk gaai”' jau.s

hou? do™' jan,?

Do you know if 86 st has a lot of people?

( N\
o
vh 4o,
my zi .
I don't know.
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R 3

& T A E A

-
-

nei.,s sik”  m, sik™

¥

-2

g0

a}f-?

g0-3

e

jan.,  haig

i B

3%

bin™’

Do you know who that person is?

g0—3  aa.,?

x

ngo.s

H N

seoi”'  jing,

o

@ 1B, 1B "B 3 & -

sik™’

keoi_s,

keoi_s

m\l'

sik™

ngo.s.

Although I know them, they don't know me.
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oL R ?

dim? gaai??

Why?

o

A & fE & & A K % M
A .

jan™  wai_, keois hai.;, ngo.s pang.,, jau.s ge-3 pang., jau.s.

Because they are my friend's friend.
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dai.; ji_g jam_g mou_g

Quest 2

“a Ty B E X H

m, , ngo.s dim™?

Excuse Me, How Do I Get To The Park

heoi-s  gung™  jyun~?



"B %

m., goi

Thank you (Service, Assistance). Excuse Me.

"5z

m\[‘

You are welcome (lit. No need)

% IR o "B o

-1 =1 =

me i 9 nEI,S ZI mg, ZI

Excuse me, do you know

/f %U n:E_ %U /\g

m., goi 1, nei.,s zi' m,, zi' gung” jyun”?

Excuse me, do you know park
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"B %, IR Ao B R o B

22 BE oW ?
Z /= .
nei,s zi' m., zi' gung’ jyun? hai?

m., goi |,
dou_y aa.?

Excuse me, do you know where the park is?

Fa. s B R ooS AT

zi'. gung™ jyun? hai? luk, sap_; gaai .

Yes. The park is at 60th st.

B %

m., goi .

Thank you

g % .

m\l'

You're welcome.
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/f' N %‘j U_E_ %U n“

1 =1

neis  zi- m., zi dim~?

Do you know how

R Fa & %ﬂ LA A e

nei.,s zi~'  m,, dim~?

Do you know how to go to the park?

heoi-s  gung™  jyun-??

zo. iR BB B+ & E.

=1 1 %

zit. nei,s jiu=3 daap-3 baa” i heoi-3 go

I do. You need to take the bus to go there.
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)
Y

Se/Z

To write

B

neis se”?

You write

R B F

-2

ne|,5 se ZI_6

You write character(s)

R Fo "B 4o EL H F

1 =1

neis  zi- m., zi dim~?

-2

se Zi_g

Do you know how to write character(s)
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7 %o "% 4o 2L B R E F7

-2 =1 a

nei,s zi—' m., zi' dim? se ni go—3  zi_g?

Do you know how to write this character?
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=
a A]
-1
do ze_q

Thank you (Gifts, Compliments)

R ek

neis ge-3

Your

/flJ\ ué% }Zﬁ: % a%

nei,s ge— gwong”> dung”' waa™?

Your Cantonese

15 "L, Er?: ® % %5‘ %l?

nei,s ge—3 gwong”> dung”' waa? ho hou~

Your Cantonese is very good.
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% 4.
do™'  ze_,.

Thank you.
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Real. Really.

zan™

£ 1

Really is

" AR A B &

ni"' go-3 jan,, zan"' hai

This person really is

% B A B 4% ¥ AR, -

1

ni"' go— jan,, zan™' hai -2

hou leng-s3.

This person really is beautiful.
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£ 23b = ?
1R & "5 3K 1E !
nei.,s sik? m_ sk keois?

Do you know them?

22
aBX| e

sik™".
I do.
( )
2, Pl
B Y
zan™  hai_g?!
Really?!
(S J
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£

ngo.s soeng’

I want

& lu m :[:E ’J‘

ngo.s soeng™® tung., maai,, neis

I want to with you

1

ngo.s soeng™ tung., maai,, neis jat cai., heoi-3

I want to go together with you

ﬁ‘:uniﬂ'fd '—‘ﬂmi‘hﬁ%
B .

ngo.s soeng”®  tung, maai., nei,s jat™'  cai., heoi-3

mat_, gun-Z

I want to go together with you to the museum.

i

bok—s3
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Excuse Me / Thank You / You're Welcome: "Z
In Cantonese there are two ways to say Thank you, "Z
someone is helping you with something (maybe holding the door for you or passing

the salt), and % 2§} (do™"ze_) is used for things that may be more intangible, like
giving you a compliment, or giving you a gift (possibly due to the thought of gift

giving). At the same time, & 2% (m., goi™") is also used when you want to say Excuse

Me. If you want to say You're welcome, you can use "Z {# (m_, sai?), which means
No need. This can be added before both of the above Thanks to express that you are

welcome.

e

%+ %

o+ B R

2% (m., goi™") is used when

m.,

goi,

nei_s

jau_s

1

mou_s jat

zi”' bat™

Excuse me, do you have a pen?

%Zr'fdh%‘ﬁ’t*iia%?

aa.,’?

5

1

m., goi .

Thank you.
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B AL 5

2 =1
m., sal do™ ze.

You're welcome.

\\

R A

-2

nei.s hou leng-3.

You are beautiful.

J

( N\
Z 2
% 4.
do™  ze_,.
Thank you.
(& J
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4o ,

r & # 8 -

-

ju
I
s

284
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¥
Uég‘;}, &Z@\%"E"}‘
L BT R s B {2 1R R B Fo
gL £ off] . AR %o "B 4o oF ?

m., goi’\, ngos soeng”® heoi-3 jat™' baak-s jat™' sap_y ng.s
gaai”' ge-3 gung' jyun? daan,, haii;, ngos m, zi' dim™?
heoi-s go? dou,. neis zi' m, zi' aa.?

Excuse me, I want to go to the park that's on 115th st, but I
don’t know how to go there. Do you know?

o
Fgo. iR B HE g+ F @ E.
zi”.  neis jiu-s daap— dik' si”?  heoi-3 go? dou.

I do. You need to take the taxi there.

286




Thank you.

o

B R E .

You're welcome.
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dai_;, saam”  jam_; mou_g

Quest 3

H & % B .

cing™? dang zan_,. Mg, goi'1 saai-3.

Please Wait A Moment. Thank You Very Much.



Tb(

/2 J|/5

To be able to

R 5 T RA

nei,s ho? m, ho? jis

Are you able to

R 7T & 7] W K

nei,s ho? m, ho? jis maais

Are you able to buy

R BT WL B R R E?

-2

nei,s. ho? m_, ho? ji.s maaiss ni"' bun syu™"?

Are you able to buy this book?
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£EBTUERAEZRHS
ni'  bun? syu”

ngo.s m., ho? jis maais T jan™

jan wai_g  Nngo.s
mou.s  Cin.,.

I'm not able to buy this book because I don't have money.
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ngo.s mou_s

I don't have money

cing,

%«ﬁéxﬁﬁ»x

ngo.s mou.s  cing,

I don't have money so

jis

E T - N

ngo_s

2 }#.

mou.s cin,, SO jis  me,

Wui_s

heoi—3

= 8

-2

8o dou_g.

I don't have money so I'm not going there.
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g2l

baau~?

To be full (stomach)

™A A

-2

ngo.s hou baau-?.

I'm full.

At A%

tou.s  ngo_g

Hungry

& BE A% .
ngo.s tou.s Ngo_g.

I'm hungry.
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& 4F AR

-2

ngo.s hou tou.s  ngo_.

I'm very hungry.
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£

dou~?

(Action was able to be completed successfully)

# & F

ngo.s siks dou

I was able to eat

# B “F |

ngo.s sik.g m., dou

I wasn't able to eat

£ R 5 B H R

ngo.s sik.g m., dou je.s  sik_g

I wasn't able to eat the food
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R D HRE A KA
B .

-2 jes sik.g jan™' wai_, ngo.s hou

-2

ngo.s sik,, m., dou baau~.

I wasn't able to eat the food because I was full.
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A
<

dang™?

To wait

._.]gf;

f 11
Jat Zah_g

A moment

Y%y
¥
dang? zan_g

Wait a moment

i [
go?  zan_

When. At that moment.
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& F

ngo.s

dang™?

£ o :l: "{l [

baa™

/2

zan_g

When I was waiting for the bus

LAk

F F &

-
-

o] BB 2| — A

=

=

baa

=1

SI

12

-2

ngo.s

dang™?

go

zan_g

tai

2

dou

-2

jat

=1

bun

-2

=1

syu~.

When I was waiting for the bus, I was able to read a book.

ALk

=

C £ % By 1% B B —

A~ F.

ge-3

&

ngo,s dang? baa”  si7? si,, hauy tai”? dou? jat™

-1

2 syu™\

bun

When I was waiting for the bus, I was able to read a book.
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" AT

gok-3  dak™
To think. To feel.

s Bl 48

& " IF

ngo.s gok-3  dak™
I feel

: o 42 AR "B 4F &
_EAFET HE
ngo.s gok-3 dak™ keoi,s m., zung' ji-3

I feel that he doesn't like

xR EAFIEEEE R A
+

Ea [ J
1

ngo.s gok-3 dak™ keoi,s m., zung' ji=s ni"' bun?? a

syu~.

I feel that he doesn't like this book.
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Different Ways Of Saying "When": *fg [ + =8F B f&

If you want to say When, you can use either vff] [& (go-2zan_) or "8F BF 1% (ge—s
si., hau_g), they are interchangeable.

Tk ok ofE B o ...

-2

ngo.s hai> go”? dou,, go? zan,.

When I was there ...

K & ol E EE BF 4% ...

-2

ngo.s hai? go? dou_, ge-s si,, hau_g.

When I was there ...
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BEFHRMAAE G EE
T, A oA R

1E .

&
W RIEE & 42 &R A

302
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-~
()

ZREHARAKRE G HEE
%

A 2
B

N

ngo.s gok-3 dak™ ngo.s pang. jau.s m_, wuiss zung ' ji-3

=1

ni bunaZ =1 -2

syu o) jis  ngo.s m.,, wui.,s maai.s keois.

I think that my friend is not going to like this book, so I'm not
going to buy it.
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-2 =1

-2 syu”,

jyu.,  gwo keoi.s m., wui,s zung™' ji-3 ni"'  bun

-1

nei.s wui.s maai.s mat jes  aal?

If they aren't going to like this book, what are you going to
buy?

b
& Fo.

ngo.s m., zi .

Idon't know.
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£ W AE B

dai_; sei-3 jam_s mou_g

Quest 4

R B A1 &= B A &

nei.,s jau.s mou.s heoi-3 gwo-3 jyut., naam.,

Have You Ever Been To Vietnam



ngo._s

ngo.s  zung_,

I still

ﬁ‘cﬂ’%‘“}éiia-

-2

ngo.s zung_s jau.s bun syu™".

I still have this book.
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*x

mei_g

(Action has not yet happened)

ngo.s zung., Mmei

I still haven't yet

HAP K B R A B

-2 =1

ngo.s zung_, mei_y tai” bun syu™.

I still haven't yet read this book.
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79

sin™’

(To do something first)

& B L.

ngo.s sik.g sin”.

I will eat first.

ﬁ‘c&@s’cf’t

ngo.s sik.g faan_g

I will eat dinner first.
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Z Al

Before

~ /D ) __‘_'.‘
& R R Z A
ngo.s sik.g faan_g zi"' cing,

Before I eat dinner

F B R X A B R R T
RN

ngo.s sik.s faan_g zi' cin,, wuis jam gwo

Before I eat dinner, I will drink juice first.

310
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Z 7

After

3 A > 2
&R BRZ B
ngo.s sik.s faan_g zi' hau_g

After I eat dinner

#R R Z TR

ngo.s sik.g faan_g zi"' hau,, wuis jam gwo

After I eat dinner, I will drink juice.
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i
gwo-3

(Action was previously experienced in the past)

"B/ 7 & B

I'IEI/S jaU,S mou.5 heoi-3 gwo—3

Have you ever gone to

R B A B ME?

nei.,s jau.s mou.,s heoi-3 gwo-3 jyut., naam.?

Have you ever gone to Vietnam?

B & E B A .

jaus.  ngo.s heoi-3 gwo—3 jyut.y, naamg,.

Yes. I've gone to Vietnam.
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- &R £ B .

mou._s.

ngo.s mei; heoi-3 gwo-3 jyut_

No. I haven't gone to Vietnam yet.

naam.,.
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AeY

saai-3
(Action is done but some other related action may still hap-
pen)

ey

nei.s S|k_6 saai-3

I ate all of it

1R B "Z ih

nei.s sik.g, m,, saai-3

I was not able to eat all of it

7 & " o Rk "F7?

nei.s sik.;, m., saai-3 mei; aa.?

You still aren’t done eating all of it yet? (Are you almost
done?)
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X B . fF B ﬁiy B

mei_ sik_ saai-3.  zung_ jau.s  hou je.s  sik_
6 6 6 6*

I haven't finished eating all of it yet. I still have a lot to eat.
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To Have Experienced Something: 5

If you want to ask someone if they've ever done something before, you use %

(gwo-3). You can combine this with & % (jau_s mou.s) to ask your question: have you

or have you not ever X. You reply using £ (jau.s) or %7 (mou.s).

B AH R BER?

nei.s jau.s mou.s sikg gwo- mong™'  gwo~??

Have you ever eaten mangos before?

H. & BB %

jaus. ngos sik.s gwo-3 mong”' gwo™?

I have. I've eaten mangos.

fi-FH A RGBT R,

mou.s. ngo.s mou.s sik.g gwo-3 mong" gwo"

I haven't. I haven't eaten mangos.
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Differences Between: % + v4 + if
Cantonese has multiple ways for expressing different types of ideas and even
actions. In this particular case, 1% (gwo-3), £ (z0-?), and B (saai-s) refer to different
aspects of completion or experience. We use % (gwo-3) when dealing with things
that have been experienced in the past (like at some point in your life). =% (z0-?) is

used when an action has been completed (recently). 8% (saai-3) can be used when
stating that something has been completed but there may be more related actions

that still have yet to come but will be completed soon. Usually 8% (saai-s) can be used
when dealing with a group of objects.

BB T XR.

ngo.s siks gwo-3 mong ' gwo~2.

I've eaten mangos before.

B A T 7‘1‘%

-2

ngo.s sik_g zo mong™' gwo~?

I finished eating the mango.

=l %
ngo.s sik_, saai-3 mong” gwo~?

I ate the mangos.
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You Aren't X Yet: Noun Verb X % °F
When you want to ask someone if they haven't finished doing something that
you expected them to have already done, you can use the pattern: Noun Verb X >k

"7 (mei_gaay,) ?

R Bk =R KR F?

-2 -2

nei.s sikg zo mong™'  gwo mei_; aa.,?

You haven't finished eating the mango yet?
\\§ J
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¥
K BE A4 A R R A B R

12 14 f K & 7] M.

oL R ?

K A &K 28 £ %1%

LR

321
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¥

® E A4 B R R AR
18 1% fm K "5 7] 1.

soeng”?> sik,s niT'  go-3 ping,, gwo

1

ngo.s zan~' haig hou?

-2

daan_, hai,y ji,, gaa' m, ho? jis.

I really want to eat this apple but I can’t right now.

( )

o

oL R ?

dim*?  gaai??

Why?
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F
A A KRR T X ZT

J)X X ®
jan™  wai_; ngo.s jiu= tai®>  syu”' sin”'  zi"'  hauy, ho??
jis ik

Because I need to read this book first and then I can eat.

o

18 1% /R B £ = a7 #F 7 BA
B B E L.

daan_, haig neis tai”? syu” zi"' cin, dou™" ho? jis sik_g

-2 el

ping., gwo sin”.

But before you read you can also eat the apple first.
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. & 4

hou

-2

¥

)

ngo_s  WuUi_5

® AR

sik.g  ping,, gwo™

Ok. I will eat the apple first.
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1B f% £ B & "B [5 Bk
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JE

dim-3

Store (Shop)

— f4 J5

-1 1

jat gaan~  dim-3

A store

— [ J5

jat™'  gaan™ syu™'  dim-s

A book store
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A
toiy,

Table

— 7k &

jat™'  zoeng™  toi,,

A table
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A

din_g

Electricity

2

Sight

C
ding  Si_g

Television (Electric Sight)

o W A
jat™"  bou_g dinLg  Ssig

A Television
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A

din_g

Electricity

Fta

nou.5

Brain

T W

dinLg nou.s

Computer (Electric Brain)

= == 1444
— 3 &
jat™"  bou_s din_g nou.s

A computer
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A

din_g

Electricity

TS
a
waa~?

Speech

L
B b
-2

din_g waa

Telephone (Electric Speech)

— 3 T %

. —’I . 2
jat bous din_g waa”
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9

mun.,

Door

hau~?

Mouth

i =

mun., hau™?

Entrance

— f& F] o

jat'  go—s  mun,,

An entrance
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s

ceot™

To go out

hau~?

Mouth

ceot™"  hau~?

Exit

— B & o

jat7'  go— ceot™ hau”?

An exit
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e

lau,,

Building

— Rl A%

jat”"  gaan™

A building

lau,,

"fl fa] AZ

/2 =1

gaan lau,,

That building

8 Fo AE CER F‘i 0 4o
go? gaan”' lau,, ge-s mun,, hau® hou?® hung.,.

That building's entrance is very red.
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s

ceot™

To go out

el

ceot™  heoi-3

To go out (leaving outwards from the current spot to go to

another spot)
( )
ngo.s wuis ceot”  heoi-3 si
I will go out first.
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s

ceot™

To go out

R

laie,

To come

ceot™ lai,,

To go back (leaving outwards from the current spot to go back
to another spot)

Rt R 2 Al

nei.,s ceot” lai,, zi"' cing,

Before you come back
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/J\ Hj U,j} "Z QU é}\ 7J( 7,"6;

/2

nei.,s ceot” lai,, zi' cing seoi”?

Before you come back, drink water first.
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iR
faan™

To return

B =

faan heoi—

To go and return (to return to their original location by leav-
ing their current location outwards)

\

R = Z B

-1

nei.s  faan heois zi™" cing,

Before you return

lj\‘ %(ﬁ—a‘éj\ %

=1 /2 0~

nei.s faan heoi-3 zi™' cing, caa., sin

Before you return, drink some tea first.
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iR
faan™

To return

X %
zé U/J'\

-1

faan lai.,

To return back (to return back to the speaker’s location)

R R R = B

nei.,s faan™ lai,, zi"' cing,

Before you return back

1 iR R Z B R FF 5"5

-1

nei.s  faan lai, zi™" cing, 5|k_6 jes

Before you return back, eat something first.
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Y
A
cing,

Before / In Front

/
3
hau_g

After / Behind

:d

bin_g

Side

3z

bin™!

Side
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& & AR R BT

ngo.s hai”? neis ge-s cing,

I'm in front of you.

bin'1.

" AR B R

ngo.s hai”? neis ge-s hau

I'm behind you.

(e

bin~".
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i

min_g

Side. Face.

& " AR L AT @

r2

ngo.s hai nei.s ge-3 cin, mMin_g

I'm in front of you.

& & AR L 152 &

-2

ngo.s hai nei.,s ge-3 hau_s min_g

I'm behind you.
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y:3

z07?

Left

jau/2

Right

=

soeng_g

Top. Above.

’F

haa_g

Bottom. Below.
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o I N I

-2

ngo.s ge-3 ding nou.s hai toi., soeng_g

My computer is on top of the table.

& L E 5 ke T

-2

ngo.s ge-3 din,;, waa? hai toi., haa_g

My phone is under the table.
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2

ngoi_g

Outer. External.

o B

ngoi_  gwok-3

Foreign Country (Outer Country)

S BOA

ngoi_g gwok-3  jan,,

Foreigner (Outer Country Person)

1B 9t 14 9p B A .

%

keois  dei hai_;, ngoi gwok-3 jan,,.

They are foreigners.
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of] oH)
go? di™
Those

“fl ) A "k N @

-2

di”' jan, hai ngoi_s mMin_g

Those people outside

di”’

W A "k Ih | 4R b

A .

2 ngoig min_g haiLg ngoi_g

jan.,  hai

Those people outside are foreigners.

gwok-3

A\
X
-/

jan.,.
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N

noi_g

Inside. Internal.

H K AE AN @

hai"> syut-3 gwai_s noi_g min_g

Inside the refrigerator

# AR T E RN

ngo._s

ge-3

=)

ping., gwo? zap'  hai? syut-3 gwai_g

My apple juice is inside the refrigerator.

noi_g

min_g
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% A
gaak-3 lei,,

Next To

H & A R B % #E

hai“> ngo.s pang., jau.s ge-3 gaak-s leiy,

Next to my friend

& "% & A &R "% & BE.

-2

keoi.s  hai ngo.s pang., jau.s ge-3 gaak-3 lei,,.

She is next to my friend.
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+ R

zung™'  gaan

-1

In the middle

“ﬁ% "M e MR R

go~

di™’

lau.,, ge-s zung' gaan”

In the middle of those buildings

B & %

keoi.s dang™

EX

I\

ganJZ

ovf% ofE o8 AE EE

nei_s hai?

fa] .

He is waiting for you in the middle of those buildings.

1

go? di' lau,, ge-3 zung' gaan.

349




= 2
I ZE
= R

cam._, bou?

Searching For Treasures



The Sound Of *#
In the beginning of the i%i # (jyut_g gyun-?), I mentioned that there are some
pronounciation differences that are usually said differently than what the standard

shows. In this case, this applies to *¥ (lai.,). Normally it should be pronounced as
lai.,, but in a lot of situations you will hear it pronounced as lei, instead.

Mo 48, 3L 9 .

dei_ tit-3 zau_g lei,, laa™.

The train is almost here.

(& J
( )
‘ £ ~ N2 an
R & R Z 8 B B & XK
nei.s faan™ lei,, zi"' cin,, maais dii' mong” gwo”? sin”
Before you come, buy some mangos first.
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Side/Face: & + 1% + 1#

When saying things like inside/outside, in front of/behind, you can use either 3%

(bin™), 4& (bin_g), Or { (min_g) interchangeably.

ff] N E =IO

go =1 1

2 bun? syu”' hai?? syu' dim—= noig bin™".

That book is inside the book store.

B A F R EJE N AR,

go -1 1

-2 bun? syu hai? syu™ dim-3 noi_, bin_.
6 6

That book is inside the book store.

B A Z R EJEN @.

go !

-2 bun~? su1 hai> syu™ dim-3 noi_, min_,.
6 6

That book is inside the book store.
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Positional / Directional Movements: 4 + ik + £ + o

The directional and positional movements in Cantonese are relative to the posi-
tion of the source location, and destination, and also depends on the intention.
Meaning thatif you are trying to return back somewhere it could be express different
depending on if you are leaving the location to return somewhere you've previously
been to, or if you are moving towards something, they are said slightly differently.

( )
~ ~ 2 <
& £ £ K.
ngo.s faan™' heoi-3 meis gwok-3.
I'm returning back to the United States. (returning back towards the US)
(& J
( )

ngo.s ceot”' heoi-3 meis gwok-s.

I'm going to the United States. (going towards the US)

. J
( \
~ N * N2 ~
R R EH.
ngo.s faan™' lai,, meis gwok-s.
I'm coming back to the United States. (returning back to the US)
|\ J
( N\
N % 32 5
B EH.
ngo.s ceot”' lai,, meis gwok-3.
I'm going back to the United States. (going back towards the US)

353



AN FE

daai_; lou™?

Boss



¥
7 BR Kk 3% B "7

F A X% ZEJENE.E
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¥
7 R & vk & B oF?

nei,s pang., jau.s hai”> binT" dou.y aa.?

s

Where is your friend?

o

A Rk EEANME. E
R¥E

N 2N

ngo.s pang., jau.s hai”> syu” dim= noi.; bin. keoi.s maai.s

-2 =1

gan syu~.

My friend is inside the book store. She is buying book(s).
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¥

B " £ oz 3% 7

keoi,s ge-3 syu" hai”? binT' doug?

Where is her book?

o
1B "% Z "% % L.
keoi.s ge-3 syu"' hai? toi,, soeng.

Her book is on top of the table.
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f
B M X R B R &K H.

=1

keois ji,, gaa faan™ gan? lai,, ngo.s dei”

She is coming back to us now.
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Quest 6

“&Hﬂ%ﬁﬁziﬂzl%

dang® ngo.s haa> ngo.s dei, tou.,

Let Me Take A Look At My Map First



1%

bei~?

To give

1% =18 18 3 x

Give that apple

42?- "fl 18 ¥ ﬁ‘% #%

ngo.s

Give that apple to me

anl

A = B S A
1B %ﬁ%ﬁq"

-2

goi”,  nei.,s ho? m,, jis  bei”? go™?

go—  ping.,

-2

gwo ngo_s?

Excuse me, are you able to give that apple to me?
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2
bong™

To help

bong™  ngo.s

Help me

# B
=
bong™ ngo.s maai.s

Help me buy

Ak
% & HE— 84K
bong ngo.s maai,s jat"' go-3 ping., gwo

Help me buy an apple
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B, T BT X H R
B — 18 % R7?

m., goi, neis ho? m_, ho? jis bong”' ngos maais jat™

go-3 ping., gwo™?*?

Excuse me, are you able to help me buy an apple?
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W B

deig tou.,

Map

5 T 4E

tou,, syu"  gun

-2

Library

8 K B % AR

go ' tou,, syu”' gun

-2 -2

gaan~ jaus  mou.s deig tou.?

Does that library have a map?
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KA

dang™?
To let

dang

ﬁz%“flﬁ.

/2

ngo.s heoi-3 dou_g.

Let me go over there.
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F
-2

haa

(To do an action for a bit)

¥ &
dang? ngo.s tai”?

Let me take a look

dang?

ﬁ%"?%«i&l%

/2

ngo.s  tai”? ngo.s dei_y tou.,

Let me take a look at my map first.
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N
"«fi
laa™

(Ending Particle: Used for statements)

3

zau™?

To leave

& i

ngo.s  WUi_s5

I'm leaving.

7L

ngo.s  Wui_s

I'm leaving. (softer)
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i,

ting-3

To hear

& iz 2] AR.

-2

ngo.s ting—3 dou nei_s.

I was able to hear you.

=3 Fe 2l g

-2

ngo.s ting-3 m,, dou nei_s.

I wasn't able to hear you.
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. c}\

To love

ngo.s 0i-3  nei.s.

I love you.
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e X

gong”®  bei”?

To tell X that

%0
X zi

& A E AR R Ko

2

ngo.s soeng”®> gong? be

nei_s

I want to tell you that

zi™!

& A E AR AR R

ngo.s soeng”®> gong?® bei?

nei_s

Zi

=1

ngo._s

=
g

0i-3

I want to tell you that I love you.

AR -

nei_s.
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a@ 1 X 3%

bei”? X  ting-3

To tell X that

& "‘ "£ /fg‘ ’J‘ 3:0

ngo.s soeng”? wa bei”? neis  ting-3

I want to tell you that

ﬁt ;\\ O% 4‘?‘ ’J‘ 3&, 2 "E{ /L\o

ngo.s soeng”? wa bei> neis ting-3 ngo.s o0i-3 neis.

I want to tell you that I love you.
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Rain

> Y EX

ji\4 gaa-‘l -2

lok.g gan

It's raining now.
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A4

> X Bl A
m X % A X

ji, gaa &

lokg  gan syut-s3.

It's snowing now.
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£ 7

soeng_g

To get on a vehicle (Car, Bus, Train).

“f%“%4l6 :Jé,l:_?i

1

hai? ni”' go- baa™' si??

zaam.;,  soeng_g

Get on at this bus stop.

£ 2 %R M@ e + s5 b
&,

+ 2 +=1 =1 + 2

ngo.s jiu-3  hai ni go—3  baa si -

zaam_, soeng., ce .

I need to get on (the bus) at this bus stop.
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-1

To get off a vehicle (Car, Bus, Train).

ok W B B 4+ 3k Kk &
h 2 =1 + 2

ai ni' go-3 baa' si -

zaam_; lok_g ce

Get off at this bus stop.

K E B EE £ sk

&=,

tr2 =1 =1 t2

ngo.s jiu-3  hai ni go— baa si -

zaam_s lok_s ce .

I need to get off (the bus) at this bus stop.
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To Do An Action For A Bit: *F

"T (haa?) can be placed after a verb to indicate that the action will be done for
a bit.

#EeBHTRAZE.

1

i haa? ni" bun? syu™.

ngo.s wui.s tai

I will read this book a bit.

fr & & °T 1E =t.

-2

nei.s wuis ting-s haa® keoi,s dei.

You will listen to them a bit.

(& J
( )
L A !
E & R TR M@+ % 9% &.
keoi.s wuis sik.s haa? ni”' go-s si”2 do”' be” lei”%
They will eat this strawberry a bit.
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Ending Particles: =}

The ending particle = (laa™) can be used at the end of statements. In many cases
this is just used as a filler to make the sentence sound better, or to soften the tone
of the sentence so the sentence doesn't sound as harsh or as abrupt. This ending

particle can make the sentence and the language sound more fun and you will be
hearing it a lot in conversations.

& & £ oA K.

ngo.s soeng”® heoi-3 go”?* dou_,.

I want to go there.

&8 £ A E .

ngo.s soeng”> heoi-3 go? dou., laa™"

I want to go there.

A i
F A R .
ngo.s soeng? sik_g je.s.

I want to eat stuff.

’Jj:\K_A '\.9 . U?% n’]l"L

ngo,s soeng’? 5|k_6 je.s laa™.

I want to eat stuff.
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To Give Someone Something: 1% XY

If you want to give someone something, you can use this construction. The object
(X) is placed between the person you want to give it to (Y).

ﬁ‘cw@%%ﬂﬁ-

ngo.s soeng”? bei? ping., gwo™? nei.s.

I want to give you the apple.

’J‘ " ﬁﬁﬁ

nei.s soeng”® bei”? syu”' ngo.s.

You want to give me the book.

B 1B L F E R B R

keoi.s soeng”® bei”> keoi.s ge-s din_;, waa® hou_., maa.s neis.

They want to give you their phone number.
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Letting Someone Know You Need To Do Something: -
If you need to lightly tell someone that you need to do something first, you can

use %t (dang?). In this way it's used more like a wait for me to do this first, allow
me to, or let me sort of way. You aren’t actually asking them for permission to do
the action. There is another word that you'll learn in the future where it's related to
actual permission.

Y

dang”® ngo.s heoi-s go® dou_, sin.

Let me go there first.

- J
e 2
dang ngo.s faan™ uk'1 kei2 sin”', zi™' hau_g wuis 5|k_6 faan_q.
Let me get back home first, then I'll eat dinner.
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To Tell Someone Something: 3% (% X 4o + 3% (% X I&

You can use either of these patterns interchangeably when wanting to tell
someone something.

( )
1B 3% 1% & %o 1B "B 3% 25.
keoi.s gong”® bei”? ngo.s zi~' keoi.s ge-3 hou., maa.s.
He told me his number.
\_ J
( \

1B 3% 1% & & 1B "% 9% #5.

keoi.s waa”®> bei”> ngo.s ting-3 keoi.s ge-3 hou_g maa.s.

She told me her number.

381



AN FE

daai_; lou™?

Boss



i
B %, koM K B K 4R

TR AE BB B LM

Dl

B AR T B T A J & 7

o

T k. 40 R R A8 £ H 5

B, fE2HLEL LI, X

% " Ja R BT % E.

383




384



7
"B 2%, koM K B £ 44 5B
B 2 R {2 14 "5 &0 2 & F
B AR B o H R T

mong™"

m., goi, ngos ji,, gaa' soeng”? heoi-3 44 tau”> maai.s
gwo? daan.y, haig m., zi' dim? heoi-s go? dou, neis

ho? m,, ho? jis bong” ngos aa.,?

Excuse me, I want to go to the store to buy a mango but I
don't know how to go there. Can you help me?
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z
oM. ke R AR M £ 48 FE

‘jé’ug%’ W%—#%E&::;b, =
% v AR BT B B

-2

‘4

A\

ho? jis. jyu,, gwo neis soeng”® heoi-3 4 tau”® maais je.s,

)

nei.,s jius daap-3 baa™' si? sin”, zi"' haug hai ping.,

=1

' lok,g ce™\

gwo™?  gaai-

I can. If you want to go to there store to buy stuff, you have
to take the bus first, and then get off at Apple St.

( )
=
"B 3% .
m., goi .
Thank you.
o J
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o

"5 % .

2
me, Sal™”.

You're welcome.
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K & TR

seoi> zing™' deng?

Crystal Peak



ho— EF

dai_g jat™' jam_s mou_g

Quest 1

FR. & A A

-2 -2

zou san.,. hou noi.g mou.s  gin-3.

Good Morning. Long Time No See.



zou™?

Early

7 R

zou san.,

Good Morning (Early Morning)
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Z0i—3

Again

gin-3

To see

# A

z0i-3  gin-3

Goodbye (See you again)
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A

noi_g

A long time

4% it

-2

hou NOI_g

Very long time

ﬁ{'rﬁ]‘%’ﬁ,

-

noi.s mou.s  gin-s.

Long time no see.
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,f/—»
/N
nei_s

You

iF

hou~”

Good

IR AF

nei_s hou

Hello (You Good)
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ngf ?

LI

dim? aa,?

How are you? (Slang but a common and fundamental Can-
tonese greeting)

T E . AR B up?

-2 -2

zou san_,. nei,s dim

Good Morning. How are you?
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N Qo
bat™  jyu,

Why don't ... (used for suggestions)

R 4wk B H LT

bat™ jyu., heoi-s siks jes sinT?

Why don't we go eat something first?

A AR R o £ R OLT

ngo.s touss ngo.. bat™" jyu, heoi-3 siky je.s sin”?

I'm hungry. Why don’t we go eat first?
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o]

(Ending Particle: Used to show agreement)

SR R NI I S O S ¢

ngo.s tou.s ngo.. bat” jyu, heoi-3 sik, je.s sin”?

4 .
hou?  aa-s.
Alright.
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o#

WO-3

(Ending Particle: Indicates some sort of realization or to indi-
cate something is important)

~ ¥, y
REBEBHEHZT RS
>~ 73N a AN E( N ®
ngo.s zan' haig m, zung' ji-3 sikg  jyu,.

I really don't like to eat fish.

( 2\
1% B. & M K 4o.
hai_y, wo-3. ngos ji,, gaa”' zi .

Yea. Now I know.
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48 IR
pou-3  tau™?

Shop (place)

- Fa‘j ’%% ﬁﬁ

1

jat”!  gaan™ pou—s tau™?

A shop
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ié&ﬁj‘iﬁ

' sis  coeng,,

S upermarket

*‘Fa'ﬁié&ﬁ?iﬁf

-1 =1 -1

jat gaan kap si.,s  coeng.,

A supermarket

off] ] 44 S8 "t 7 R A& & T
Y L [ EE .

1 -2 g 0

gaan”'  pou-3  tau - - !

-2 gaan ciu kap™  sis

-2 -2

go hai
coeng., ge-3 gaak=3 leiy.

That shop is next to that supermarket.

399




¥

zai”

Son

=%

neoi_s

Daughter

4%#‘

ai"?  neois

Children

d~7§7§ﬁ'§t‘%?

neis jau.,s mou.s zai” neoi.s  aa.’?

Do you have children?
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A - ﬁ‘c%’"ﬂ'lﬁ‘"flit

jaus. ngo.s jau,ss jat'  go-—s jat™'  go-3  neoi.s.

Yes. I have a son and a daughter.
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A

hoi™

Open

HIEN:
hoi™' sam™

Happy (Open Heart)
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man_g

To ask

o] =&

man_s  taiy,

Question. Problem.

— 18 ] =&

jat!  go— man_, tai,,

A question

ﬁ%"'f?ﬂﬁ%

ngo.s jau.s jat"' go-3 man_, tai.,.

I have a question.
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£ A — BB M. AR E

ngo.s

R R A7

7 go-s man, tai,. nei.s zung” mg,

jau,s  jat
ji-3  sikeg  jyul,?

I have a question. Do you like to eat fish?

zung™’
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Ending Particles: “f7] + 93

The 9 (aa-3) ending particle can be used when you want to show agreement or

consensus with what the other person said, and you can use the =% (wo-3) when you
want to show that there is something that you realized, or maybe something that
may be important. Something to keep in mind is that sometimes many different
particles may either sound the same, or can be used interchangeably with some
other particles, almost making them generic and used more as a filler to make the
sentence sound softer and nicer.

&, R 4R E B AR

dang? zan_, neis hai.; meis gwok-3 jan,, me !

Wait a second, you're American?!

§ J
- D
1% 8 .
hai_s, wo-s.
Yea.

- Y,
- ™
2 T .
hou”? aa-a.
Alright.

- Y,
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A Question Or Problem With: ] =&

Theword F5] A& (man_stai,) can mean either a question or it can mean a problem.
The meaning depends on the context.

# AR AR — 18 ] A&

ngo.s soeng”? man_s neis jat™' go-3 man_, tai,.

I want to ask you a question.

# A — 18 B A&

=1

ngo.s jau.s jat' go-3 man_ tai,,.

I have a question/problem.

R & H B A7

nei.s jau.s mou.s man_g tai,?

Do you have a question/problem?
\\§ J

Z NG

jau.s  man_g tai.,.

I have a question/problem.
(& J
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-

Pk A

mou.s man_g tai.,

I don't have a question/problem.

J
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"Long Time No See" And Its Influence On English: %+ & 77 R,

In English, it's common to sometimes hear people say Long Time No See. There's
evidence® to indicate that this may have come from Chinese, most likely through
Chinese imigration into the United States and other Western countries over the past
few centuries. If you think about it, saying Long Time No See feels like a phrase that
has some words missing. However, if you look at the cadence of how yoy say it in
English, you'll see thatitis a 4 word phrase. If you look at the corresponding example

on the Chinese side, ¥ @T 47 R, (hou noi_, mou_s gin—3), we can see that it's a direct
translation. The ultimate origin of how this phrase came into the English language
hasn't yet been discovered.

>https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2014/03/09/288300303/who-first-said-long-
time-no-see-and-in-which-language
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Greeting Someone With: ZL °F
In Cantonese, a common way of greeting someone and asking how they are is
by using 2L F (dim-? aa.,) or combining it with 42 4F (nei_s hou?) as a follow up.
However, it's uncommon to say 45z *F "5 (nei.s hou? maa™) and is not colloquial.

Cantonese actually doesn’t use the 4§ (maa™) ending particle at all in spoken speech
as is used in Standard Chinese when asking questions. Instead, it uses the X not X

pattern that we have seen before, pretty much exclusively in the language, like {4

U—é_ /f//% (hai—a m\4 hai_G) or %%E U_g_ %‘%% (sik—’l m\l‘ Sik_1).

A ﬁ%' “’ﬂ‘?

nei.s hou? dim? aa,?

Hello! How are you?
. J
( )
?
dim*?  aa.?
What's up?
o J
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¥
R4t 4F @t 77 A0 AR B F 7

o

T RV &t 1 R, &k 4F 4.

R R ?

xR AF. MR B DN AR AFY
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o

B ot &R 4F. AR 8E R 7

i
E o 28 4F. 1k M X H A

F & 2F?

o

. R TAF AR R
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F
e = R A I S S

% & FT XA o7 R AA.

o

=3 S NN R I = -

* & xR H 4.
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¥
R4 4 At 7 RN AR 25 vF?

-2

Hy]

nei.,s hou™  hou noi_s, mou.s gin-3! nei.,s dim aa.,?

Hello! Long time no see! How you been?

o

2 R! WAt AR B
fh o ?

noi., mou.,5 gin-3. ngo.s hou

-2 -2 -2 -2

zou san.,! hou hou*.

neis ne™™?

Good morning! Long time no see. I'm very good. What about
you?
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AR AF. R B DA AR AFT

ngo.s dou™ hou?? neis uk™ kei? jan, dou” hou??

I'm also good. Is your family also doing well?

o

1E ot ZF 4F . 1R BE 7

-1

2

keois dei”? dou hou?. nei.s ge-3 ne "?

They are also doing well. What about yours?
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¥

B 3t & 4.4k @ £ A A
F % 7

hou*?neis ji,, gaa~' jau.s mou,s zai??

keois dei”? dou™

neoi.s aa.,’?

They are all also good. Do you have kids now?

o

BT L RRT

mou,s. ngo,s zung., mou,s zai”> neois. neis ne’?

I don't. I still don’t have children. What about you?
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1

ngo.s ji., gaa ' jau.s loengs go-3 zai”? -

saam g0-3  neoi_s.

I have 2 sons and 3 daughters now.

o

R E B AT ZF K.
2 B 4 Z ¥ R

nei.,s zan™' haiig jau.s hou? do' zai??

neoi_s. neis  jiu-3

maai,s hou? do' jes sik.

You really have a lot of kids. You need to buy a lot of food
to eat.
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¥

A h g, KT R B AF
% £ T X A1 B AR

=1

=1 =1

haa haa hais, wo-3. ngo.s i, gaa jaus  hou? do™

-2

cin,, so jis mou,s man_g tai.,.

Haha Yea, that's true. I have a lot of money now so that's not
a problem.

o

A H S R B MRAE 14 W
X B E B, H A.

hoi™' sam™ gin-3 dou

ngo.s  hou~? 2 nei,s daan_,  hai i,

gaa ' jiu-s zau? laa”. zoi-3  gin-a.

I'm very happy to see you but I have to go now. Take care.
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% = £ B
dai.; ji_g jam_g mou_g

Quest 2

o] £ AE 5% K @ R B AR Y

1 1

daai_g, gwo-3 ni"' zek-s hung,, maau™

-2

go zek—3  hung., maau”

That Panda Is Bigger Than This Panda



hung., maau™

E A O
< Rk 2m
jat7'  zek-3  hung,,

maau™’

A panda

2L 1)
T & RE B F
ni' zek-3 hung,, maau”' hou~?

This panda is very

% E AR g 4 K.

ni”'  zek-3 hung.,, maau” hou? daai.

This panda is very big.
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U}:E'J X ;H\\l:\ g){% ‘ﬁ% \‘m ¢

ni"'  zek-3 hung.,, maau”' hou? sai-a.

This panda is very small.
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=1

zeoi-3

The most

ngo.s zeoi-3 zung ' ji-3

What I like the most is

&R EHE

ngo,s zeoi-3 zung ' ji-3 ge-3 syu’

The book I like the most is

. B A & o E [k 4R g
Z { %
R 2 8 M F B ORE I
g
nbﬂi .
ngo.s zeoi-3 zung ' ji-3 ge-s syu"' haiiy hung, maau”' ge-s.

The books I like the most are the panda books.
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XY 5 Z

X is Y more than Z

] & AE B4

go? zek-s hung,, maau™

That panda

P = S A >
o] & AL B K B
go? zek-s hung., maau”' daai.y, gwo-3

That panda is bigger than

At ) > At

o & RE S5 K i@ R B R
g#
H o

go? zek-3 hung,, maau”' daai.; gwo— ni"' zek-3 hung.,, maau”.

That panda is bigger than this panda.
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%

bat™

Pen

— & Z

jat™!  zi™" bat1

A pen

”}E B E T K.

zi™’ bat1 hou"?  daai_g.

This pen is very big.

“}é R E A .

1

zi~ bat T hou™?

sai-3.

This pen is very small.
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AE

lung.,
Dragon
— 1x #E

jat™'  tiu,,  lung,,

A dragon

Te. fk #e AT

ni—'  tiu,, lung,, hou

This dragon is very

T ik B 4 K-

1 -2

ni-'  tiu,, lung,, hou coeng.,.

This dragon is very long.
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T ik AE 4 52

1

ni”'  tiu,, lung,, hou”?

dyun-?.

This dragon is very short (length).

T 1% FE A = rJ-

ni”'  tiu,, lung,, hou?

This dragon is very tall.

T, & RE HF %”"-

ni"'  tiu,, lung,, hou”?

This dragon is very short (height).
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Y
20
gei-3  dak™

To remember

nh 2
2 aa
m., gei-3 dak™

To forget (not remember)

s
#x 3T
ngo.s gei—3 dak™

I remember

& T AT AR H M & %U_

%

ngo.s gei-3 dak™ neis gong? bei ngo.s

I remember you told me
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ngo._s

# .

gei-3 dak™ nei.s gong? bei?

ngo.s

Zi

=1

R 3 7 & %o A4

nei_s

\

I remember you told me that you love me.

0i-3

4

ngo_s.
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5 4F

-2
m., hou

Do not

I %

-2

m., hou heoi—

Do not go

"B 43 9B 2P 45 & 4 ﬁﬁ

-2

m., hou m., gei-3 dak1 heoi-3  pou-3

Do not forget to go to the store

m., hou? m_, gei-3 dak™ heoi3 pou-3 tau? maai.s je.s sik_

Do not forget to go to the store to buy something to eat.
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To Remember / To Forget:

={1\"

=

s, 4%

¢ 4%+ E
If you want to say To remember, you'll say

30 45 (gei-s dak™), if you want to say
remember (thus not forget) something.

To forget, you can simply negate to To remember. Thus, "Z 22, 45 (m., gei-3 dak™) is
To forget. So you can combine that with Don’t, to remind someone to make sure to

ngo._s

ARG

gei-3  dak™.

I remember.
\\§

N
~ J’— /9
& "B T AT -
ngo.s m., gei-3 dak™\
I don't remember.
_ J
( )
a u 22 4H
'J\E;L ﬁ% 'g‘ aa /f:j‘ *
m., hou? m, gei=s

dak™.
Don't forget. (Make sure to remember)
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& BT AF AR AME B B L

] E K @ & R

¥
B A7 %K R B 3 g K Z.
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o

i B A3 S AR B F

B A F .

¥
oz Ar A oE R A F A A

"B 3¢, 45 vk vl B
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o

& . & AP R B AR dw R

R & @& "8 ] 4F K 8L 28 &

o 3 7

¥
“h A S BT AR & T 3

o ?

439




440



441



. & w5 B 159 (B " F RS tm
i AR R ?

nei.,s gok-s m_, gok-3 dak” keoi.s ge—s diny, nous sai-

gwo-3 nei,s ge-3?

Do you think that his computer is smaller than yours?

o

5 R HFEAIEDGR®E L
M E K B & HE.

ngo.s m., gok-3 dak™' daan_, haig keois hai”® toi,, soeng_g

ge-3 syu”' daai; gwo-3 ngo.s ge-a.

I don't think so but the book that he has on top of the table
is bigger than mine.
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¥
H 4?7 3%k A5 39 K Z.

-2

-2 =1

zan™'  hais? ngos gn-s m, dou go”?  bun syu~".

Really? I didn't see that book.

o

1B RE. % AR B EF
o] A~ F .

mou,s man_, tai,. hou? do”' jan, gins m, dou

-2 -2

go

-2 =1

bun syu .

No problem. A lot of people didn’t see that book.
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¥

2 W A E AR T E R
5 3T AT kK

-2

-2 =1

-2 syu daan_, haig

ngo.s zi ' cin, gin-3 dou g0 bun

m., gei-3 dak™ hai”? go? dou_.

I saw that book before but I forgot that it was there.
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o

oo koA R B AR R
R % & oA f& 3 K A &
O3 7

hai_g Wo-3. ngo.s zung_g mei_g man_g nei.s  jyu., gwo

-2

1 1

nei.,s heoi-s gwo-3 go? gaan™' hou?® daai,y ge— ciu”' kap™

si.s  coeng.,?

Right. I still haven't asked you if you've gone to that big
supermarket?

¥

RORE F4 BT CHE AR & T
o ?

ge—3 ciu”  kap

hung,, maau™ gaai™ ' sis  coeng,, aa.?

The supermarket on Panda St?
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o
1% 7. ofF] Fa] °E% .
hai_s aa-3. go? gaan' ge-s.
Yea. That one.
. J

¥

7 Kk = "8 K 12 144 & & =
.

dou_ daan_ hai_ ngo_s Wui_s
6 6 6

zung_, mei_, heois  go™

heoi—3 laa™"

I still haven't gone there but I will go.
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o

. AR

hou

-2 aa-3. zoi-3  gin-s.

Cool. Take care.

4 N\
B A.
z0i-3  gin-s.

Take care.
_ J
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dai_;, saam”  jam_; mou_g

Quest 3

-2

5B & A A
gam™ jat,, ngo.s hou hoi™'  sam™

I'm Very Happy Today



nin,

Year

g

gam nin,

This Year

Al
B £
1=

gau_, ning,

Last Year (Old Year)

4

ceot™  ning,

Next Year (The Year To Happen)
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R, 1E

ni'  go-3

This

B

soeng_, g0-3

Last

T

haa_; go-3

Next

450




7 B A

ni”'  go—s  jyutg

This Month

+ B A

soeng_, 80-3  jyut_g

Last Month

T 18 H

haa_;, go-3 jyut

Next Month

451




ik
hou_g

Day (Spoken)

H

jatg

Day (Written)
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4 B

7

gam™  jat_g
Today

A

cam., Jjat

Yesterday (Search Day)

iz H

ting—3  jat_g

Tomorrow (Listen Day)
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Y
Al H
cing, Jjatg

The Day Before Tomorrow (2 Days Ago)

/
% B
hau_, jats

The Day After Tomorrow (2 Days Later)
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& 7

lai,s baai-3

Week

2

sing™  kei,,

Week
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R, 4!:{

ni”' go-3 sing” ke|\4

This Week

L B

soeng., go-3 sing”  kei,,

Last Week

T B E

haa_; go-3 sing”' kei,,

Next Week
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2 8 —

sing”  kei_, jat

Monday (Day 1)

1= —
2 B =
sing™  kei, jig

Tuesday (Day 2)

g -
2 B =

sing”  kei,, saam”

Wednesday (Day 3)

1

2 B

sing”  kei,, sei-3

Thursday (Day 4)
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2 8 &

sing”  kei,, ngs

Friday (Day 5)

Va)

=4 D
£ B 7\
sing™  kei,, luk_g

Saturday (Day 6)

2 H5 B

sing”  kei., jatg

Sunday (Day (of) Sun)

2 # 55 B

sing”  kei,, luk_g jat_g

Weekend (Day 6 + Sun)
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— H
jat™  jyut

January (Month 1)

= H
Jiog jyutg

February (Month 2)

= H
T jyuts

March (Month 3)

saam~

™ A

sei-3  jyut_g

April (Month 4)
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A A

ng.s  jyut_g

May (Month 5)

>~ H
7\

lukg  jyutg

June (Month 6)

+ A

cat™  jyut_g

July (Month 7)

=

baat-3  jyut_g

August (Month 8)
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L A

gau?  jyutg

September (Month 9)

+ A

sap_g jyutg

October (Month 10)

+ — A
sap_g jat™'  jyut

November (Month 11)

l e H
sap- Jig Jyutg

December (Month 12)
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4 B

7
gam™  jat_,
Today (This Day)

Today is

S H =K - & F

jat.g  haig jig ling,, ji.g ngs5  ning,

Today is 2025 (Year 2025)

gam'1

Jn

' jat.s haiig jiog ling,, ji.g ngs  ning  jatT  jyut_g

Today is January, 2025 (Year 2025, Month 1)

gam
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-1

gam jat.g  haig  jig

’l‘ N TR

ling., jig

baat—s3

n g,S

hou_.

nin,, jat™

jyuts  sap_g

Today is January 18, 2025 (Year 2025, Month 1, Day 18).
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Sunday: + - H
When saying the days of the week, you use the numbers 1-6 for Monday through
Saturday. However, Sunday is special. You don't use the number 7 for it: + (cat™),

but rather the character for day: H (jat).

2 # H

sing™  kei,, jatg

Sunday
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Be Careful With The Tones For Sunday And Monday

Be careful when trying to say Sunday and Monday. They both are flat tones but
the only difference is that Sunday is a low flat tone, and Monday is a high flat tone.
Tone 6 vs Tone 1.

2 #4 H

sing”  kei,, jatg

Sunday
|\ J
( N\
=4 -
£ Hj
sing”  kei,, jat™
Monday
|\ J
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Saying Dates In Writing vs Speaking: B --- 3%
When you are talking about a date, if you are writing it down, you use the word

B (jat_), however when you say the date, you use the word g (hou_).

s \
y
A D2
S B2+ AN 8.
gam™ jat., hais sap jyut.s luk_g jat_.

Today is October 6th. (Written)

- J
s 2
v
A D U};E>
/7\ B 1% + H 7N DU e
gam™ jat,, hai_; sap_s jyut.s luk_g hou_.

Today is October 6th. (Spoken)
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Different Ways Of Saying Week: 2 - ¥ FF
You can say week in two different ways in Cantonese, and they are both inter-

changeable: & 27 (sing™kei,,) and 2 % (lai.s baai-s). The first is more formal than
the second but there is no problem in using it all the time.

% B 2 HR £& A B u.

1

ni"' go-s sing™ kei,, ngo.s hou?

hoi™' sam™.

I'm very happy this week.

N J
- N
(A2 S S A S al NN
ni"' go— lai,s baai-3 ngo.s hou? hoi”' sam™.

I'm very happy this week.
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Big To Small

In Chinese, there is a general philosophy of saying things from big to small, and
this includes not only dates, but geographical locations as well. So you would say the
year first, then the month, and then the day. For geographical locations you could
go from Planet -> Continent -> Country -> State -> City.

s \
— 'ﬁ, —
— X -—_4# Fw A — H
jig ling, ji_g ngs nin, sei-3 jyut,s jat™' jat.g
April 1, 2025
\ J
s \

oK, db £, EF R, & 4, 1 % B

-2

deig kau., bak™ meis, meis gwok-3, nau”® joek-3, bou-s luk™ leon,

Earth, North America, United States, New York, Brooklyn
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Counting Days And Months

When talking about how many months or how many days, take care in specifiying
it correctly. For example, = H (saam™ jyut_) is March, so you can't say 3 months

like that. You would need to use a classifier with the number: = g H (saam™ go-s
jyut_s). However, when stating dates, you don't use a classifier, and instead can be said

directly. So = H (saam™jat_) is correct, not = 4E H (saam™ go-3 jat_).
( )
?
AR x&% w42 & 1B ¢
nei.s gei> nois zung™' ji-3 keoi.s?
How long have you liked her?
. J
( )
N — =L
# = 18 A & & 1E.
ngo.s saam~' go-3 jyut., zung ' ji-3 keois.
I've liked her for 3 months.
. J
( )\

LEEEE T
e ;k B < -l
nei.s gei> si,, wuis heoi-3 hoeng™ gong??

When are you going to Hong Kong?

o J
( )
. B 2 1% = KB
ﬁ = 7 H Z % 7 o
ngo.s wuis ngs jat,, zi' hau_g heoi-3 hoeng”' gong™
I'm going to Hong Kong in 5 days.

470



AN FE

daai_; lou™?

Boss



¥
B R e F 18 i 4 R

. AR A8 B AR ] 3 R —

B x| 7

o

B A? KAt o E

. &k B 12 14 45 B A

i %
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¥
A Bl RE. B5 B 4 B 4 F 7

o

2 B 4. B A.

T B A

473




¥
> B &k e By ER
. R B E AR O K —
ﬂYL\ u{.ﬁ:‘k'?

jat.g ngo.s wui.s heoi-3 bok-3 mat_, gun

-1 -2

gam gin—3  je_s.

nei.,s soeng”> m._ soeng? tung.,, maai,, ngo.s jat' cai.,

-2

heoi-3  go dou_g?

I'm going to the museum today to see stuff. Do you want to
go with me together there?
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o

BEA? R et A £ H Y
éﬁﬁw%m%Aa%
% o .

noi, mou.s  heoi-3  bok-3  mat_

1

zan”'  hai_g? ngo.s  hou?

-2 =1

gun?.  ngo.s soeng”® heoi-3 daan_, hai.y, gam jatg  jau.s

hou? do™' jes zous.

Really? I haven't been to the museum in a long time. I want
to go but I have a lot of stuff to do today.

¥
H M AE. I B 4F "B 4F F?

-2

-2

mou.s man_, tai,. ting=3 jat., hou m., hou aa.,?

No problem. Is tomorrow ok?

475




o

2 B 4. B A

-2

ting-3 jat, hou z0i-3  gin-3.

Tomorrow is good. See you.

7
i . B R

-2

hou aa-3. zoi-3  gin-3.

Good. See you.
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Additional Information

The following is my recommended list of Cantonese tools and resources. I'm not
sponsored by any of these organizations, and have spent my own money for all of
my material. If I ever do become sponsored in any way, I'll mention it.

Cantonese Books

My Cantonese book collection consists mostly of books purchased at the Green-
wood Press. They have an Amazing, High Quality Cantonese book collection, and
they definitely deserve support. I've also purchased a few books from Amazon
that weren't available at the Greenwood Press. Below you can find my list of recom-
mended Cantonese books at different levels of competency. I would recommend
getting them from top to bottom, however, if there is a certain book that excites you,
then get it! All of the below books are fun and enjoyable in their own unique way. I
thank all the Authors and Publishers for making these books a reality.

Note: As of the time of this writing (2026-03-06-2100 ET), the Greenwood Press
website is down and only displays a white page upon loading. I'm not sure when
or if the website will come back up, but I'll be monitoring it and will update this in
the future. In the meantime, I've emailed the Greenwood Press in order to get a
response.

Beginner Level

+ Cantonese Chinese Characters, Level 1 Basic 250: In Truly Traditional Script
- Tao Yung (ISBN: 979-8328120524)
+ Cantonese for English Speakers Book 1-2
- Dr. Esther Yuk Wah Lai (ISBN: 978-962-279-256-2)
* A Cantonese Book (3rd Edition)
- Chan Kwok Kin, Betty Hung (ISBN: 978-962-279-266-1)
+ Cantonese in Hong Kong
- Kwok-kin Chan, Chung-mou Si (ISBN: 978-962-279-247-0)
+ Discover with Jade: Gung Gung'’s Garden (Cantonese)
- Sheun Lee, Tammy Do (ISBN: 1998215024 / 978-1998215027)
- This is a children’s book but may be a good addition to your collection.

Intermediate Level

About Hong Kong - For Intermediate Cantonese Learners
- Betty Hung, C. M. Si (ISBN: 962-279-225-1)
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Talk to Me in Cantonese

- Betty Hung (ISBN: 9888455869 / 978-9888455867)

- This is the sequel to A Cantonese Book (3rd Edition).

A Feng Shui Master - Learning Cantonese through Stories

- Lee Siu Lun (ISBN: 962-279-244-8)

Fun With Cantonese - Nouns

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 978-962-279-259-3)
Fun with Cantonese - Verb

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 962-279-223-5)
Fun with Cantonese - Adjectives

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 978-962-279-306-4)
Fun With Cantonese - Basic Patterns

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 978-962-279-260-9)
Fun with Cantonese - Idioms and Common Sayings

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 978-962-279-334-7)
Fun with Cantonese - Colloquial Expressions

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 978-962-279-316-3)
Fun with Cantonese - Sounds and Tones

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 962-279-222-7)
Fun with Cantonese - Numerals

- Yin-ping Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 978-962-279-332-3)

Advanced Level

Wedding Bells: Cantonese Reading Material for Intermediate and Advanced
Learners

- Cream Lee & Shin Kataoka (ISBN: 9622792030)

Advanced Level Current Cantonese Colloquialisms

- Yin-Ping Cream Lee (ISBN: 9622791883)
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Cantonese Dictionaries
I normally use a combination of Pleco w/ their paid Cantonese Dictionaries &
Extensions, and Cantodict.
Cantonese Keyboards (iOS, Android, Web)
You can type Cantonese using Jyutping on iOS, Android, Windows, or Web by

using TypeDuck. If for whatever reason you can't install TypeDuck, there are a few
other ways you can type Cantonese as well.

ios

Go to Settings -> General -> Keyboard -> Keyboards.
Select Add New Keyboard.

* Search for Cantonese, Traditional

Select Phonetic

* Click Done.

Note: The iOS Cantonese Phonetic Keyboard is not Jyutping, but a close varia-
tion. Hopefully one day Apple will support the native Jyutping keyboard directly.

Android

* Download Gboard.
Search for Cantonese in the Languages section and select v‘%i 2E (jyutg jyu.s).

Then select & & Hf 3 (jyut jyu.s ping=s jam™), and unselect any other options
(feel free to select what you do want though).

Make sure that for the & 2Z& Hf - (jyut, jyu.s ping-3 jam™), that Jyutping is the
chosen format under the Romanization scheme category.

Web

If you have an internet connection, you can use the TypeDuck Web UI to type
Jyutping.



https://www.pleco.com/
http://www.cantonese.sheik.co.uk/dictionary/
https://www.typeduck.hk/
https://www.typeduck.hk/web/
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